A Dy: 
DISPUTATION 


Berween a 


DOCTOR 


And an 


Apothecary: 
'OR A | 
ReyLy to the' NEw ARrGu- 
MENT of 


Dr. R. R. Bartboggs. M. D. 


Wherein the Novelty in which 5 it-glo- 21 
ries, is juſtly cenſured, and jrs Harmony proved on 
to be no better than ſelf ICE ind af} 


_ manifeſt abuſe of Scri pure. 


By Philip Cary, a neighbouring ney ooorgs a 's I 


lover of Truth and | Peace. 


| Prov. 18. 19. He that is firſt in his own Cauſe, +: 


ſeemath juſt-; but bis Neighbour cometh and 
ſtarcheth . him. © 


£0ND0N, Primed by B. IW. for he Auther, | |: 
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_anda are to be ſold by R. Baldwin. 604. 
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EPISFTLE 


RB } ADER: 


TO THE 


F ” Mm ſenſible a7 page 

4 ..:\ needs an. Tk iſile. Es, co 
© Mc 4 KA. fro ſeem. 
I either Remantich, or 
wat by "4c - But let ot noe be Cen- 


4 =” in " Lone: 


The Epiſtle 


| combate, is of a fmegular qcue 
men, commanding « eloquence, and 
great prudence :. But yet never- 
teleſs, it-may not: ſeem any more 
a ſlide or errour in his pradentials 
7 chuſt ng me for kis Aitagoniſt, 
who am every way ſo muth his ins 
ferior, \ than it 4s 4 defett in 
that rare Linner s skill, who to 
give the Pifture . of the la 
Queen a comparative adiditianh 
ftature', drew her Dwarff: 
ber fide, booted, ſpurred, Fi 
fo worded, with ber Hand Rains 
ing down to reachthe crown of his 
Flead. Which being duly con- 
ſidered , you will have the' leſs 
reaſon to cenfure the Doftor as 
impolitick m his choice of ſuch an 
one as I am, tobe his Combatant, 
But yet leſt the di iſparity ſhould 
ſeem 


to the Reader: 
ſeem tod great, he buth thought” 


fit however to tell the Render in 
pe 18, of bis Epiſtle, ©That he- 
© does wot apprebend « any diſ- 
"grace (as ſome would have it ): 
" 0 have been. iy aged ith mes: 
© and induſtriovs {earchi 
© much conver 


Jet yp 
© ControMerſee ;Md(veke beljeves). 
"eta ſay us nivch for my Perſwes- 
So that Thope,,." enough is ſill in. 
_ afew words, -toſalvetherepurge. 
_ in;higebeweul +1 hw o4 
- \ fd Word rorctwh- more vs but; 
nec eſſary 40 obviate thy £n/yre: 

of 111 priefmunpion: in entering the. | 
Lifts, oeitie Ns . Ladrned.:lan,. 
Thoſe foe hath more Shun: enee: 


[The Epiſtle - 
been reſounded from the Preſs. 
And all that T have:$o fay for | 
my ſelf is this, It was not choice 
but neceſſity that hath drawn- me 
in, T was attacked by the Do 
For with this New Argument, 
both-u- Front, Flank, and Rear, 
with ſo much briskneſs i in a pri 
vate Diſpute ; that T- confeſs T | 
was quite overboyn,. as well with 
the ſurprizing- novelty of the. Are 
Swument, as-with the-rapid ſtream | 
of his irrefiſtable. eloquence ; 
legving him a fair Field: _ 
tht a wits or Jn jos 


time; as with the fall 

the Fable; who Le Wor Fuck 

into ſilence and. amazement, by | 

the Log throw down by. Jupi= || 

tEr-among them ; till at "If not. | 

— it. move, they crawa 
Cs led. 


wo 0 9H 0 W- 


Fl ** we "_ _ 
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| lednearer to it, and perceiving 
| it tobe 4 Jae thing which had. 
ſo affrighted. them ;- they- grew . 
bold enough to»: bop without fear 
upon it, and overit, andround- 
about it. Thus it fared withme,.. 
who ſtood'a while like. a man aſto= 
niſhed, at this uncouth Argue- 
| ment ; but coming neaver to it, 
Þ formd it'as meer a Log, as: 
| | that mas:and-7.0t caſt only.at me, 
| but at all thoſe that are the Ad-. 
| Vocates and Aſſerters of Infants . * 
Baptiſm-alſo > (call others, but- 
hamfelf,-as he affirms, hanging it- 
on-Wyres,or:by Geometry only : ): 
Hpon this T-rouzed up.my cou- 
rage; and having undertook the: 
| Doftor inſeveral private Letters. 
that had paſt to -and: fro betwixt. 
#s ; though. I-never thought to, 
Wea + " 8 © 


. The Epiltle 
have made the matter more pub- 
lick ;. yet the Dofltor- baving- 
been-pleaſed to print BG own Let- 
ters, and that by. themſelves,. 1. 
am thereby neceſſitated as well as 
inconraged; to follow and attend. 
his motions ,. according. to the. 
place... 

1 7 foom to be: defefiive in- 

that deference 1 - bon, .. or 6 
mart in-any part of my:reply, 1 

ek thee before 1 cont. - under: 
thy cenſure, to read thoſe paſſages. 
in the Doftor which gave the oc- 
caſron ;- and fee whack my words. 

bt above the. value of. the. pro-- 
 mwoking cauſe 2: If thon beg com- 
petent and equal Judge, I dare: 
refer my: ff wholly to thee, apht- 
ther the Doftor bath not with. 6+ 
us alferdny,. in. the. Book I 
bere. 


to' the Reader. 
here deal with, made Abraham 
the Repreſentative of the ( arnal 
Seed, ' included Baptiſm im the 
17. of Gen. and excluded the 
firſt and grand Covenant-Promiſe 
out of Gen. 3. 15. "Tis tome a- 
foniſhing that ſo clear and piers 
cing an Eye ſhould ſee a Command 
for Infants Baptiſm in Gen. 17. 
| | and ng# to be able to diſcern theCo- 
tenant of Grace in Gen. 3.15. 
bis notion concerning the latter of 
which, you will find p. 110. of 
his preſent Difcourſe : wherele- 
ts pleaſed to tell me, © That the 
Words in the laſt mentioned 
© Scripture, Wwerenot told ( as 
<Thadexpreſſed it ) to Adam, 
© but to the Serpent, as: being 
| © ſpoken not by way of Promiſe to. 
© the one, but of denunciation. of 
*©4 


"The Epiſtle 

c x Sentence on the other ; with 
much more tothe fame purpoſe : 
the introduttion whereof you will 

1d nt'p. 99. x 
Et fo wo he concerned 4s 
bove the rate 9. + (rm 

er, (the caſe \ſtanding ws it 
"a 4t ts gal for = abuſed 
Wardvf God _ pr ano 
me. . 1 amowonſcious of no-prefer 
' he towaralthe perſons bf the. 
thor ;\ #either alo 1 fave $0. an 
the .Sam of contention with gny 
man, much lefs with one that us 
fo muchony ſrepereor : But, ne* 
cefſity will make (owards fipht: 
Neceſſity \( as the Dodtor avtll 
knows.) will make a max do 
greater things than this.: . It will 
at leaft excufe me from preſumps 
twn in rejpect of the preſent Coms 


bate. 


to the Reader. 
bate. But it is very probable, 
the Doftor may meet with rougher 
hands than mine in this Contro- 
verſie ; all ſorts of perſons be- 
ing concerned in it, as that which 
bears hard upon them, and is 


like accordingly to be —_ by 
them. I honour his perſon, whilſt 
Tdeteft and cenſure his errours, 
and abuſes of the Scriptures. 1 
daily pray 4 the defirable unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace ; 
and reſt 


Thine in all 
Chriſtian Service 
and Aﬀection, 


Philip Cary. 


Animadver ſims 


Anmadverſtons, and Refletons, 
upon a late Diſcourſe of the A- 
cute and Learned Dr. Richard 
Burthogge, M. D. againſt a 
neighbouring Apotnecary., Em. 
titl:d as followeth, 


Dottor. 


N Argument for In- 
fants Baptiſm, dedus 
ced from the Ana- 
logy of Faith, and. 
Harmony of the Scri- 


AA aA a _ A_@a 
Wed Ms <4 


*ptures. In which in a method. 
© wholly New, and upon Grounds 
© not commonly obſerved, both the - 
*Dottrine ( of Infants Baptiſm ) 1s - 
* fully afferted, and the Objections - 
* againit 1t are obvyiated. . | 


Apot hec AT. 


: wr : "= . et j 4 YO PEO wa p is Cs "= , 
BY - 
) ' 


Apothecary, 


Avalegy and Harmony are Words of 
a taking ſound, and delicious Air , 
melodioufly chiming in the Readers 
attention. Dur 1t 1s not very pro-. 
bable , that that Diſcourſe ſhould 
deſerve ſo pompous a title, which 
abounds with ſelf repugnancies, and 
contradictions. To give the Reader 
a taſte, and bur a taſte of this harmo- 
nical Diſcourſe. In his Epiſtle- ro 
the Reader, p. 18. he faiths ©* The * 
* Point in contreverſy 1s not a point - 
* of human learning : Here ( for the 
* main )) 1$ no need of Greek, or 
"Hebrew, orof the ſubtleties of the 
* Schoolmen, or of exattneſs of Griti- 
*ciſm. Analogically and Harmon+ 
caily whereunto he delivers himſelf, 
and that upon the main Point, and 
very Hinge of the Controverſy in 
theſe Words, p. 88. *It you ſay 1 
*an t00 Critical; I ſay, this1s a Text 
* that muſt be underſtood Critically. 

' * The ApGſtie was as critical upon it 
*as I, or any Man can be, when he 
© obſerved, 1t is ſaid Seed, as ſpeaking 
* of one, and not Seeds : and what - 

-1aih, - 
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F , . | 
- «ith, is the proper Key tounlock 


: 


| *che Text. 


\ 


OW - _- 


ma I oe 


my 
—— zz 


| Tn his Epiſtle, p. 5. he tells us, 
| *Hewas concerned to-{ce an Article 


* of that importance, as Infants Bap- 
© tilm is, to hang on myres only , 
*and by Geometry, And that + 
©could not ſee it owner of ſare 
* and /#/id foundations, ualeſs it beas 
© he here layes it. Harmonical wich 
which (if thatbeto Harmonize ) is. 
iwhat he faith, p. 79. ©Where he high- 
* ly applands Mr. Baxter's Argu- 
* ments as abundantly Fraving the 
© Church Memberſhip of Infants. The 
Whyres then on which l. Baxter 
hang'd it, vere it ſeems a /e5d Foun- 
dation, or elle an abundant proof is. 
none. | 
In p. 122. © He calis my Opinion, 
* an upſtart Opinion, or Naovelcy; 
not of above an Age or Century. 
In Harmony. wherevvich if that be fo, 
he ſaith to rhis purpole, p. 74. *© That 
tis prabable thole that would nor 
(after lictle Children to come to 
© Cluiſt, were of my Perſwaſion. IF 
fo, my Opinion, according to the 
DoGors own Conceſſion, is no late, 
upſtart opinion. 
Having: 


(4) 


Having done with the Harmony 


I ſhall next.refle& upon the Novelty 
ef the Doctor's Argument. © Where- 
*in ( faith the Doctor) i» a Method 
©-wholly new. New, and wholly 


New, are Charms as powerful, as - 


Abvalog -yand Harmony, Tis the nature 
of Man, faith Seneca, magis nova 
quam magna mirari, tO admire things 


*ew , rather than great- and” worthy, 


But I muſt tell you, Dodtor, that 7-- 
novators hear not well among the Ju- 
dicious.. And'that of all Men you 
ſhould not {coff at New-light, as you 


do without cauſe in many parts of 


your Diſcourſe. Your have bleſled 
the World witha new Light, if your 
Argument have as much of weight, 
as your Title Page and Epiſtles have 
of Pomp and Oftentation: A_-Lighr 
which wilF aker many received 
Schemes, as you ſay, Epiſtle, p. 19, 
But how alter many 2 why not all? 
If - your Argument be wholly yew, and 
the Doctrine of Infants Baptiſm hang- 
ed before but -upon res, and by 
Geometry, as you ſay ; it muſt alter 
Al the former Schemes. And this 
being the only ſolid Foundation, It ak 


ters them deſervedly, For why _— | 


"I 4 + # 
go. 


I 
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(5) 


ſo-great-an Article as Infants Bap- 


tiſm hang any longer by. Geometry, as 
Mahomet's 'Tomb at:Mecca Is faid to 
do? When you- have: laid a- /o/id 


Foundation for it, 'tis- fit. it.ſhould 
- ſtand upon its own Baſts.: here- 


after. | | 
This is a- bold attempt, a "brave 


Ward for the Cauſe you. mannage ; 


brave indeed, if it ſucceed well, and 
that you convince the learned World 
by it, Thatall former Aflertors and 

mpions of Infant Baptiſm did 
but. z35re-draw the - Scriptures , :and 
hanged all by. Geemerry,. Bur I 
mult heremin you, That the Licians 
ſuffered none to- propoſe a-new Law, 
butat Ins own peril 3 that ifthe Rea- 
fon. thereof were not approved, he 
that offered it might pay for the no- 
velty. The Church of England, to- 
gether. with a# the Advocates: and 
Aferters. of Infants, Baptiſm, are 
more concerned- in this paſſage-than 
SD; Let them look. to the od 
Fonndatians,, I am principally ( at pre- 
{ent at leaſt.) concerned about this 
New one; wherein I fight, and indeed 
can fight againſt no other Party, or 
Perſon in the World but Dr. Bar 


thogge 5 


(6) | 
ehogge 3: ſeeing I now opyofe (that | 


which no man ever urged, or afſerted | 
beſide, or before humtelf; which is a | 
good; Breait-wark for my ſecurity | 
againſtall ather adverſaries. Indeed | 
you have choſen a New gronnd to fight | 
upon, not ſo much with ſuch a Poul- 
tron as:I am ; but all the learned that 
will ſtand by their od 4rguments.. | 
| And. thus, Sir, you have ſtrawed 
the Readers way with flowers of 
Rhetorick, and charmed his ears with 
melodious ſounds, New and who!ly 
New ; and not communly obſerved.  Cer- 
tainly this is every mans Money; and 
lam confident would be {o, if your 
Book-ſeller Mr. fonathan Greenword's - 
Shop at the Crown in the Poxlrry, 
did bur ſtand over againſt the New- 
Exchange at Athens; if it he not New, + 
none will regardit : and-if notwhole- 
h New, {ome body would ſhare 
ſtakes. with you, when you come to-. 
divide the ſpoils in the Field of Vi-. 
&ory. And Social glory is but a@ | 
half-Mooned honour. Alt or Note . | 
is the game for him that aſpires to | 
thereputation of a Non-fuch. © -- 


£E SS: 


ed Srendien I Bn ., 


em 


(7 
Door. 


"The Argument go upon, as Ido ,.,.,,,., 
* mannage 1t, is not common z the Rta- 
hath litrleAuthority to make it good, der, p. $ 
© befide that of found Reafon , 
| * good Senſe , and Scripture Har | 
| © MONY. 


Apothecary. 


| That it is not common, as yor 
do mannage it, & undeniable : And 
TE EL nn 
it 7 On EXON, £1 > 
Senke, and Scripture Harmony 3 you 
voluncarily confeſs: And indeed if it- 
have theſe three Vouchers, i hath 
/ enough. I value not other Authori- 
ties that ſhall come after theſe, more 
than ſpernumeraries, or a caſt nporr” 
the full meaſure, ex abrndanti, But 
then your three Vouchers muſt ſpeak 


| home to the point in plain and intel-- 


_ | ligiblewords: for ſhould theſe fail 


| you too (as I am muchof the mind 
| they will ) you arethen by your own. 
| acknowledgment, left' utterly alone. 

And wo to him. { faich Solomon ) that- 


' 


{ 
1 


BO 00 OO REY ITS HE ki ena : <y Ls a ot "FM 
( ) » =} 
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is alone : Thoſe that err witha multi- } 
tude of learned and grave Men, will 
ſcape better in the crowd, than he 
that ſtands ſingle and naked ', as 
you do. = FO 
- But, Sir, if your Argument be | 
wholly New, and the only /o/i4 Foun- | 
dation of the great Article of Infants | 
Baptiſm 3 alt others hanging it upon 
Wyres, and by Geometry, aS YOU ſpeak; 
And that yours be (as here you add ) 
ſupported by ſound Reaſons, good 
Senſe, and Scripture Harmony : ſuch 
a poor {matterer in Logick.as I am, 
would be apt to inferr, That certain- 
ly all the old Schemes which it alters, 
mult needs be irrational, nonſenſical, | 
and confuſed: For I ſhould think, | 
ſound-Reaſon removes,. or alters no- : 
thing but what 1s ſo far irrational,. as 
it alters it and good Senſe nothing | 
but what 1s. Nonſenſical ; nor Har- ' 
mony any thing but what is confuſed | 
and jarring : For my Natural Logick : | 
reacheth me that Senſe fights not with 
Senſe, but Nonſenſe; Reaſon oppo- 
ſes not Reaſon, but what is. Unrea- 
{onable;. and Harmony nothing. but 
Confuſion, and Diſorder. - And veri- 
ly,” Su, . tis matter of admiration to_ ' 
me, 


wor s PE EIA REIN AEM , BE. ACS. PER 
Prop pant props res em @ 1, oo _ 


(-9 ) 
me, and-F believe will be ſo to your 
Readers, how all the Senſe, Reaſon 
and Harmony came to be center'd 
within the compalſs of your Pericraxi- 
4m; and thatin ſo ſearching and cri- 
tical an Age, and-in ſo celebrated, 
and long bandied a Controverſie as 
this, no Man ſhould be ſo fortunate, 
to light upon the- ſolid: grounds of 
; ſoundReaſon, good Senſe, and Scri- 
| pture Harmony , befare Or belides 


| yourſeſ, +. 
= Dotfer. 
|  *Tothe Queſtion, How I came tO-x9ifile. Ke; 
 *hit upon it? F 'P 5+ 
| Ie : Apothecary. 


You have ſeaſonably anticipated. 
| me, I was juſt goingto put the Que- 
| ſtion , What: benevolent, and au- 
. |] ſpicious Star guided you to this New 
' 7 Diſcovery? Weknow that little cir- 
: cumſtances are noted.b Hiſterians, as 
1moſt memorable and tamous things, 
by which the renowned Adventurers, 
ſ\uch as Columbus, Drake, &c. were 
[firſt guided to, or incouraged in Uther 
| ew 


| ( 10.) 

New Diſcoveries. You may there 
fore well imagine (as youhere do ) 
that upon your firſt diſcovery of this 
Terra Nova, all the amazed and ad- 
miring crowd would foon' farround 
you, andeven tireyou with this Que- 
Rion, How 30 came #0 bit upon it? 
How yon did I do not know; for 
my part I have viewed the 'Fext, 
Ger. 17. 9. Where your New Diſco- 
very: iS{aid to be, with the befi Eyes | 
E have, and can fee nothing -more 
than what the old, ſolid Interpreters 
(that travel'd and fearcht that ſpor, | 
before you orI were born ) have a | 
ready diſcovered And I am ſure. | 
they tell us of no {ach Senfe as yours3- | 


no not a:Man of them, as your ſelf 
confeſs. It is juſtly therefore a won- | 
| derto me, How ou came to hit upon it ? | 
and it was very ſeafonable to- put it | 
1m the place where you did : for cer. 
rainly, it is a Queftion hanging by. | 

Geometry upon the lip of every man 

that reads _ He 

Ifaac asked 7acob juſt ſuch another 
Queſtion, concerning his Venifon - ' 
How cameſt thou by it ſo ſoom mmy Son: ? | 
{ 


and he (aid, the Lord brought it to me. 
"Lis like there is-as much- {incerity- in; 
| your | 


(>84" 
your Anſwer, as in 7aceb's: And I 
lieve there 1s. You infinuate that 
you were concerned to fee fuch' an- 
Article as Infant-Baptiſm hang bur 
upon #7res, and therefore ſought for 
a better 3 and at laſt foundit, or dig- 
ged it out of the Quarry of ſound 
Reaſon, good Senſe, and Scripture 
Harmonyz and ſo challenge the ho- 
nour of the farſt Diſcoverer : Ego pro- 
ms inven, $$ no common badge of 
Honour in my opinion 3 it 1s no great 
matter who firſt tound it, but whether 

1t be wotth the finding. 


Dodltor, 


 ©TIrakeit to have been a piece of xy;7.p. 17 
*vanity in him (ſpeaking of his pre- 
*ſent adverſary) totell me ashe doth 


*( that, as he remembred, one of the 
* Schoolmen ſaid ,” &c.) Becauſe I 
*have reaſon to believe he under- 
* ſtands the Schoolmen, as little as 
* Greek or Hebrew. 


Apothecary. 
The paflage I referred to in the 


Schoolmen , 15 very intelligible by 
| any 


F053 


any man that was never skilled in the | 
learned Languages, as well as by your 
- ſelf; whoſe skill I hope 15 greater in 
' the Tongues, than it appears to be in 
the interpretation of Scriptures. They 
fay, That if the Workmans hand were his 
Rule, he could never err in working: TI. 
.applyed it by ſaying, That if your | 
'Gloſſes and Interpretattons be as 
_ authentick as the Text,youcan never 
err in the Interpretation : Did this 
grate? Ifear many paſlages will grate 
more ( though in none I deſign your 
exaſperation ) before youand I have 
ended. Did I deſerve to. be called 
fohn Dans his Scholar for this ? I had 
it not from 7ohn Duns ( alias Scotus : ) 
though if I had, I may as well ſay, 
He was a dunce without d«/eſs ; as | 
one ſomewhere calls Naamar's fin, a | 
{1n without gxi/#. It is not 'the firſt | 
time a pleaſant fancy hath {ported 
with the name of 7b» Daxs 3 nor the 
fr{t time 1t hatch been well repayed 
for {uch wanton ſport. This ſubtle 
Dot&tor was once fitting at Table 
with Charles the ba/d, Emperor and 
King of France and behaving him- 
{elf a lirtie ruſtically and homely, as 
1 do with you, the Emperor jeſtingly 
| 2» | asked 
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i xcked him, Duid intereſt inter Scotum 


e& Sorum ? What is between a Sor and 
2 Sot? He Anſwered, Ae»ſa, the 
Table. I dare not be ſo vain to ſay 
turn the Table with the ſtery : no, 
noz. I acknowledge you a man of 
parts; every way my ſuperior 3 be- 
ing not worthy thename of fohn Dans 


ior Dr. Burthogge's Scholar: But you 
1{ee the greateſt men, even Emperors, 


{as well as your ſelf, cannot fo ſport 
with 1mpunity. 


Dottor, 


You conclude to the Reader thus 3 z+;1. p. 


! That you are much confirmed in the =. 


% 
*S 
,! 
bes 


| © Grounds you have laid as to the ve- 
| © rity of them,by their undergoing oze 


£ 

+ 

T3 
4 
b. 


| *kind of Teft, without any loſs ; yer - 


* before you advance them from be- 


! <ing points of meer- Opinion, to be 


* points of ſome degree of Faith , 


| ©you are willing they thould undergo 


© all others. : 


Apothecary. 


"Tis unaccountable how ſolearnel, 
acute, and perſpicacious a man as 
yOu, 


( 14 ) 
You, who have altered all Schemes 
that the learned of the Age have 
drawn, in reference to Infants Bap- 
tiſm, and aaventured- to call them 
Fyres, and Geometry, {ſhould be -ca- 
=— of Confirmation, from ſuch anil- 
iterate, ſoft-headed Dunce , as you 
repreſent mein theſe your Letters to 
be. What can I add to you ? but to 
be confirmed: Ai, and wwch confirmed 
inthoſe your very Grownd:s, by their ? 
undergoing my Teſt; ſeems to be not} 
only a plaiſter to heal my ſoft pate, 
which you have often broken ; but 
ſuch a Crown put upon it asI am aſha- 
med-to wear. | | 

But whether your Dictates have} 
paſled my Teſt without avy loſs, be- B 
longs properly tothe Reader to judge. 
'Tis poflible he may think you have 7 
loſt your deſtgn, your own, and hisþ 
underſtanding too, if he have but 
patience to trace you through your in- 
tricate, involved, and mylitical inter- 
pretations and Paraphraſes. 

However this is a commendable 
ſtrain of modeſty z © That before youg 
< advance them from being Points of* 
*meer Opinion, tobe Points of ſome 
* degree of Faith, you are willing 

[cy 
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*they ſhould undergo all others. 
It ſeems then, all that you have 
{o confidently argued for, and con- 
cluded in theſe Letters, is not yet in 
the leaſt degreea Point of your Faith, 
but meer opinion. That's modeſtly 
in{inuated, like a Man conſcious of 
his liableneſs to miſtakes; and that 
his ow# Argument may hang upon 
Wyres, _—_ by Geometry, as Well as 


{ other mens : But then I am ſtumbled 
as much at the back-door of 


your Epiſtle , as I was at the 
fore-door of your gawdy Title page 
for I muſt ingenuouſly acknowledge, 
I donot underſtand, How the con- 


| ſent or approbation of your Rea- 


e.1 ders, is capable to advance your Ar- 
- gument, from being a meer Opinion 
--4 to ſome degree of Faith : for thould ' 


— wa (0 


they all approve, and applaud it ; 
( whichT am perſwaded few will do) 

et whenall is done ; your Faith re- 
lying upon humane ' Grounds, could 
be advanced no higher than to a 
humane Faith : except you ultimately 
reſolve it into your Readers Judg- 
ment, as the Papiſts .do theirs into 
that of the Church. _ 


B And 
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And thus much for your -ſplen- | 
did Title page, and charming Epiſtle; 
I now come to your Letters ; the oc- 


.Ccaſton whereof you .thus hint 
at, and but hint, in your firſt 
page. | b 


Doffor. 


© I cannot believe my ſelf obliged |' 


* by the occaſional Diſcourſe (which 


<I held almoſt a year and three} 
© quarters agoe ) about Infants Bap-| 
*tilm, to engage any further in that| 


©. controverſie. 
Apothecary. 


It would ſcarce be worth the Rex 
ders time - to be informed of the 


nativity of this *Controverſie be-f 


twixt us, were it not to undeceive 
him, if he take me ( as who that 
. reads your Letter but would ) for the 


firſt aggreſſor : ] will be ſhort and |} 
- plain. The occaſion was thus, A Þ. 


- Gentleman. in the Neighbourhood 
lying fick, the Doctor was ſent for 
io adminiſter to hims and I was then 
| alſo 
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chief)- to-provoke me to. diſpute the 


» aSwell;know- 
inſufficiency to 
and-.learned- a 


{on 3 ,my Sword being. as .it. were 
. broken over my head with great 


I bore theſe inſults as well as I 
could : but the: Reader may ealily 
imagine. the anguiſh I was in, eſpe- 
cially conſidering ſo many ſpeRators 
preſent as there were. It I had not 

een 10 much confounded as I was, 


B 3 . I 


— 


- 
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1 might then have told him as I did | 


afterward ; That as it was no diſho- 


nour to elantthon, ſo neither can it |; 
be to any that diſputes for truth, 
not victory, to anſwer as he'did to } 


Eckins, Cras tibi reſpondebo. However, 
though I had no intention to have 
appeared in my own vindication , 
-againſt a man ſo much my ſuperior 
polar Fnucy! we ; yet when I conſt- 
dered how the trut 


terwards he proceeds to illuſtrate in 
his following Letters; which bein 
now made publick, I judge my { 
under a neceſſity, to publith the Co- 
pies of thoſe Eetters of mine, which 
T have ſent unto him alſo, upon that 


1ubject, that the Reader may the bet- | 


ter be enabled to paſs his judgment 


which I profeſs ; 
hay at ſtake , ( though I had almoſt * 
| loſt the ſenſe of the Doors Argu- ! 
-ment) I did after ſome .time give ; 
him a Letter 5 which occaſioned his ? 
firſt Letter to me, by way of An- | 
fwer, wherein the Grounds he goes 
upon are laid down, and which af- ! 
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upon the ſtate of the Controverſie } 


between us 3 which I ſuppoſe could 
not but prudently have been ſuſpen- 
ded, upon a partial Information 
_ only. In 


| In order hereunto, I have thought 
d | it neceſlary, to draw up the Slow 
)- ; ing Scheme of what hath paſſed be- 
It ; rweenthe Doctor and my felf, inre- 


'» |} ference to the principal Argument 
O 7 in diſpute between us; the thread 
» whereof might not otherwiſe have 


been fo clearly diſcerned ,. through 
the - interpoſure. of divers other in- 

tercurring paſſages, in the ſeveral Ler- 

ters;- that Tave, Pallet: between, us. 

Afﬀcer therefore 1 had diſpatche my 

firſt Letter, to. him 3; in; his Reply 
( cutting off what is ſuperfluous and 
not to the point). he was pleaſed thus 

to, beſpeak me: 
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- D offer, ; 
| png I cannot, believe my Rf; Doftors 


obliged the occaſional Diſcourſe ,c,» 4r2u- 
( whichIheld abeuta year and: three mere for 
quarters ago ) about Infants Baptiſm, 11 
to. engage further , and that deli- ONE y 
berately t00-in that Controverſie ; $253. 
yet having received from you ſo. 
arge andſo elaborate an endeavour 
for my ſatisfaction, — - I may 
not be ſo much wanting, either: in 
civility to your defires, or in obedi- 
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enc8"to the call that T'blieve in 


her as to detline the incumbenice 

nd obligationt they put me' rider to 
Jo and fd either to receive my. 
{elf a firther tminagon in the 


Point before us, or '( which! is bets: 


ter, and Which T hope ) to giveit. - 

As for m Carina on this Stb- 
ject, G- "concerning; of' thy" (af 
in other ments in{ifted' ons by 
oPErSs, Ee and os <> 


Reg ott® Ax gs 
of Abraham , in all its force ahd 
evidence 3 and .to. do it to ſome 
purpoſe, I will Mfonſtrate, 

. Firſt, Thar the  Fyenant of Abra- 
hat, which 18 called- Beffih brig of 
Abraham, of the Promiſe of the Spirit-,; 
is ſtill in TS, 2h 5 thit Covenaiit/ 
.of Grace:th true be tevitis Gentiles, 
27 thor m5 

Secondly: —_ in reſje@ of aa 
Covenant of Promiſe; which is cal- 
led- the bleſſing of Abrahath, and: the 
premiſe of the Spirit; all the ſeed thar 
Hath' the benefit of it, are under e- 
qual obligations to the duty and in-- 
cumbence 
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4 cumbence —_ from it, that Abra- 
7 ham was himſelf. 


Thirdly, I will hew that the duty 


7 and-incumbence, ariſing from that 
] Covenant or Bleffing, to: which 4- 
1] braham was.obliged 3 was by. way of, 
} reſtipulation, to. dedicate. and give 
! himſelf, and all that was his, to God; 
} and in token. of that dedication of 


| 


4 


himſelf, and all chat was his. to.God;to 
wear . himſelf the ſign of that Cove- 
nant.z and to pat.it as a cogniſance, 
and badge, and mark of God upon 
- that were his, and were capable 
Of it. | 

Foutthly, I will alſo ſhew that 
from Abraham's dedication of him- 
ſelf and all his to God, there ariſes 
a diſtin&ion of holineſs, into inter- 
nal and external ; abſolute and rela- 
tive ; and that this diſtinction of ho- 
lineſs is Evangelical. 

From all which it will folows 
That the true believing Geatiles , 
which are the Seed of Abraham, and 
as much partakers of the bleſſing of 
Abraham as himſelf, are as much ob- 
liged to keep that Covenant of 
Promiſe, in the {gn and token of it, 


. as Abraham and his natural Seed 


4 vwerez 


"CT ] 
were : that is, intoken of the dedi- | 
cation of themſelves, and all that 1s 
theirs; every Father of a Family is } 
to take theſign of God upon himſelf, : ; 
and to put it upon all is his, and | 
capable of it 3 and to be- fure our |: 
Children are ours: And ſince circum- *' 
cifion is_ no longer that ſign , bus ' 
Baptiſm is 3 it is the duty of every | 
Father and Mother of the Family 
both to be baptized themſelves, an 
to ſee that all that are theirs, their 
own, their property, under their 
dominion , and at their diſpoſe be 
ſo. And Ithink as it is a duty in 
the Parent, or Father of the Family {} 
to give; {o it is apriviledge in thoſe 
that are ſo, to be given to God, and 
to have his {1gn upon them. 


Apothecary. 


Sir, Es 

I have received Joun, and ſhall #7 
immediately proceed to conſider and ! 
give anſwer to the Argument for 
Pxdobaptiſm , founded on the Ce- 
venant, Or bleſſing of Abraham, as it 
1s now repreſented and infiſted on by 
you. And as to the four Propoſiti- 


ONS 


"4+ wide 5 0) Q 


Þ — CLE LIONS _ 
DL IG IN ILAN Re Or re am et gc; * 


ons. on which your conclufien' is 
founded; I muſt beg your patience 
to ſee that frame of Argument,which 
you have 1o ſtrongly buile and forti- 
fied, diffolved in theſe following di- 
ſtin&tions I have made upon them; 
and conſequently your whole Argu- 
ment _— " "TROs 
 In.your firſt Propoſition I only al- 
low: the Spiritual:eflence of: the Co- 
venant ta" deſcend .. upon. believing 
Gentiles : but that the additaments, 


_ and appendages, being variable things, 
and Com 


arable from it, -do not necef- 
farily. deſcend: with 'it- As I have | 
elſewhere, at[larges evinced unto - 


yours 2577 2! Ot: 
In your ſecond Propoſition, I al-- - 
low thatthe Seed of-- believing Gen- - 
tiles that have the benefit of Abrahars's 
Covenant, and:to wham-it is made, . 
are under- an equal oongenthn unto + 
thoſe proper duties and ſervices now | 
required of : them ;, . as Abraham. was -. 
himſelf ; underſtanding it of the adulc- 
believing off-ſpring , and: not the - 


infant! Seed'- of . believing  Gen-- 


tiles; 


(24 } 
In your third Propoſition, I allow 
that the believing Gentiles are obli- 


ged ro dedicate themſelyes, 'and: all 


that 1s theirs'to God ; is: Abraham. : 
was. ':. Botinaſmuch-as thereis a dou- : 
ble dedication3- the one by Baptifm 3 - [ 
and the other by religious Education. |! 
and: fervent - ſupplication-. this latter- |: 


dedication I allow- the former, :As it 


relpe&s:our infant Seed; forthe Rea- | 


ſons I' have elfiwhere-given you, I | 


deny 


. In your fouth-Propoſition, con- | 
_ 1 two-fold: Holineſs,. Exter- -: 
nal and Internal $:abſolate- and; rela-- 


ave, ..atifirng fromthe Covenant : | 
though I grant that ſo it was under | 
-the former Adnmiſtration;- yet I | 
have elſewhere: proved,” that as for | 


any External *or-. Relative : Hokneſs 
.thenariſmg from che Covenant, it is 


| 


now: aboliſhed. '” And: as T-have al- * 
*xeady alſo demonſtrated that. the - 


> Cor; 7..14. doth not at all prove the 


continuation. thereof in the . Goſpel. 
day-: fo neither is: there any-/other 


| Scripture, that I knowzof,. that:can -. 


be pertinently alledged for. the jaftifi- 
cation of ſuch a notion : though I 


grant that there is an external and | 


mternal 
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1 internal holineG now ariſing among 


Gentile -Profefſors : the latter from 
the Covenant 3 - the former from a 
meer preten(1on to.ie. 


In theſe four Propoſitions lies the 
main- ſtrength of .your New Argu- 
ment for Infants Baptiſm, And Ger. 
17. Where the Coyenant God made 
with Abraham, 1s recorded, 1 the 0n- 
ly Text you bottom uponzthegrounds 
of Infant Baptiſm, according to you, 
being to be found there, or no where. 
That they are not to be found there, 
will appear, 1 ſuppoſe, in theiſlue. 
That they are notto be found.in the: - 
New Teſtament -, - your {elf :have - 
confeſſed to mein theſe words of your . 
firſt Letter, p. 62. where you tell me... 


© That we are not to expectany New - 
*Co in th Colbel Diſdz .- 


1 


<{ation-for duties: ſettled of old, on. - 


< laſtingand mmmutable Reaſons 3, and + 
more exprelly , you tell the Reader | 

ja your Epiſtle, p..10, © That in. the - 
*New Teſtamens, .no- new Rule 75 | 
© 5iveneither by Jeſys Chriſt himſcli, 


c - 


*gr by his Apoſtles .and , Followers. - 
© 2bout the {ubjects of the ſign of -the 
© Covenant, which: ſign now- 1s Bap-. - 
< tifm. And thereforecertainly ( fay 
| "YO).; 


TW) | 
yon ) it leaves us to the Grounds ! 
£ 2nd Reaſons of the Old Teftament. 
Now I ſippoſe, your ſelf and aV witl | 
grant that if a Rule for Infant Bap- ; 
tiſm is not-to be found in Ger. 17. | 
It isnot to: be found in any other Old 
Teſtament Text. And if it beto be 
found in that Text 3 it is incumbent 
on you who aflert it, to: prove, 
Firſt, your three parties in the Cove- 
nant there-mentioned. Secondly, your 
two Signs. Thirdly, that Abraham 
repreſented the carnal Seed only, in 
Circumciſion ; and 1aac the Spiritua 
Seed'in Baptiſm 5 though himſelf the 
Head and Figure of Gentile Beliey- 
ers, Was never baptized, nor the ordi- 
nanceof Baptiſm inſtituted for many 
hundred years after his death. Your 
proofs for all theſe Aﬀertions, or 
rather ungrounded hypothefes, come | 
in order to be conſidered, after Thave * 
traced your: more general difcourſes. | 

Art preſent all- I ſhall fay is only | 
this; That it is apparent unto- me | 
at leaſt, that there is an. abſolute ! 
necefſity to keep cloſe unto New | 
Teftament Commands about: New Te- 
ftament Worſhip 3 that Text in Gene- 
F*.you inſiſt on, ( as far as my _m_ 
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! doſerveme) having no fellowſhip 
with the preſent Argument,-. or co- 


preſent practice. And therefore 
though it may be good to argue thus 3: 
It is Gods mind, therefore it is to-be 
done; yet it is too much for us to 
argue, this ſhould be, and therefore 
God hath appointed it 3 inaſmuch as 
no Reafon of ours in poſitive Wor- 
ſup, ſuch as Baptiſm is, but Gods 
will alone, gathered by ſome expreſs 
command. or example in the New 
Teſtament,can acquit an action ſo per- 
formed from. the guilt of Wilb- 
worſhip. | 


Doftor.. 
IE I thought it could be denied: that 


: Baptiſm 1s the fign of - the Cove- 


to evinceit : But I-take it for grant- 
ed that Baptiſm is now, as Circum+ 
cifjon-was: the-ſign of the Covenant 
1 the: Evangelical Adminiſtration , 
becauſe it is the Reſtipulation, and 
Anſwer of a good Conlcience to 
God. And becauſe it hath the ſame 


uſe now that Circumcifion had, viz. 
[0 - 


gency to evince the Juſtice of. the 


{ nant; of Grace, Iſhould think it caſte __ 


( 28 1 


to be the right of Matriculation and 
our Affignation. And |becauſe elſe 
(which is hard. to think) : there-is 
now. no ſuch Sign and Token of ' the 
Covenant; whereas .if in Circumci- 
fion - ( Gods ſign) in Baptiſm the 
name of God-is put upon us to mark 
us for his. And taking ic for grant- 
ed, and allowing the Grounds which 
I have laid z you may ce the Reaſon 
why in the Primitive times whole 
Houſes were baptized ? it is on the 
ſame account, and for the ſame Rea- 
fons:rhat Abraham's whole Houſe was 


Circamciſed... Thus it: is ſaid, A&. . 


11..x4, that Peter ſhould tell Cornelis 
words, by which he and al his Hoxſe 


ſhould be ſaved, . And A#.. 16. 15. it_ 


is ſaid, but of Zyaia, That ſhe- be- 
heved -: bur ofher and her-Houſhold, 
. thatchey/werte baptized. And 44% 
16.31. 1t is promuſed te the: Gaoler, 


Thar'on his Faith, not only himſelf 
but his Houſhold ſhould be. faved;. 
* TheRea- Believe thonou the Lora. eſs Chriſt , 


der is de- «1d thou fbalt be. ſaved; ard thy Hovſe. 


fired to * Where by the: way, take notice; | 
Re ' | 


take no--. , , bo £ MES: 
tice, That this laft'paſſage 1s now7efr our m the prmted-co-- 


py of the Doors firſt Letter : though he was pleaſed thus. 


w:exprels himſelf 10 the fill edition of thar Letter ro me; 
there 


I 
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there is aviſible Salvation onanothers.. 
Faith; Believe, nog and thy Honſe (hall 
bt ſaved: And why the: Houſe on 
his [Faith > andhow taved; but exter- 
nally, becaiiſe baptized? 'And there: 
_ many. Scriptures. to-. like-pur-- 
poſe. 


_ Apohiomye- | 


Wherezs you tell me, *Thar the - 
*Reaſon why in the Primitive times,... 
*whole Houſes were baptized, is 
© che fame upon theaccount of which 
© 4brahim's. whole. Houſe was Cit- - 

< cumciſed. "That the reaſon'is not - 
the ſame is evident 3 inafmuch' as. 
Baptifm did not. take. /in..the - 
manner that Circumearſion did :' For: - 
Circumation..was but in one Family, 
-{mgled ont from allthe Families of - 
the Earth:, ofthe Males':only, whe- 
ther in the Covenant: of Grace or 
"no, Qhildren or Servants, : elder or - 
younger, at: eight: days old, by the. 
Ma -the: Family; or : Others i mn __ 
: his ftead:>But'in Baptiſm it 4s clean 
otherwiſe, and therefore the reaſon of 
- theone cannot be the reaſon of the. 
La And. as: to the bringing i an | 


4 
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of whole Families together z it was 
but contingently ſo, not always ſo, 
nor conſtantly ſo, according to: any 
Promiſe or 'Prophecy 3 and' w 

it did ſo happen, we find not any In- 
fant baptized, nor any intimation of 
baptizing Houſholds in conformity to 
the adminiſtration of Circumciſion , 
but rather the contrary 3 expreſs no- 
tice being given, of the Faith and 
Repentcance. of thoſe admitted unto 
Baptiſm, in the ſeveral Houſholds 
recorded to. have been baptized; 
whereas all were to be - circumciſed, 
that were of Abraham's Family,. both 
Children, Servants, Slaves: and all”; 
whether making a profeſſion.of Faith 
and - Repentance.or. no. And: this 
may. appear-by taking a view. of. the 
ſeveral © ___ of Baptizing:,. re- 

in the 


' corded \New - Teſtament :3 
-which I have elſewhere ſpread be- 
fore you. at 


Only at preſent, ' as: to that that 
concerns the: example. of Lydia, it 
-mulſt of receſſity: be. underſtood: ſair- 
_ wo das Hume 4 , gg) 
when they exprefs'the baptizing 0 
Houſholds, they expreſs alſo the be- ' 
leving or receiving.of the Word by ; 
the. 
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the whole Houfhold 3 and by the 
frequent uſe of the Word, which is 
toputthe Houſe, for the people - of 
growth in it. As to that which con-- 
cerns the Gaoler ; it doth not appear 
unto me from the Scripture you men- 
tion, nor from any other ; That there 
is a Viltble Salvation grounded on 
external holineſs 3 or that any are 
ſaved by anothers faith, as you would 
have it: It being manifeſt by the 
following Words, That thoſe of the 
Gros Fanny were ſaved-by their 
own Faith, not by the Faith of 
avother : For though wer. 31. it was 
faid unto him 3 Believe thow on the 


Lord Teſus Chrift, and thou ſhalt be '[a- © 


ved and thy Houſes yet it 15-exprefly 
told us, ver. 34. That when he. had 
brought them into his Houſe, he rejoyced, 
believing in God with all his Houſe. 
And that the Salvation here ſpoken 
of, is not to be underſtood of a © vi- 
© ible, external Salvation, - becauſe- 
© baptized ( as you expreſs it ) is. - 
evident : for that this would have 
been but a poor comfort to the poor 
trembling Gaoler 3 of whom it is ſaid, 
v.29, 30. That he /prang in and came trem- 
bling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, 

faying, 


(*42)) 
ſaying, Sirs, what maſt I datobe {aved ? 
Certainly he was now. toucht: with 
a ſenſe of his eternal ſtate : the Re- 
ply whereunto muſt therefore: of. ne- 
ceffity.be correſpondent. 


Do6tor. 
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Thus ran tO the Promife given to the- Church: 


the Drs. under the Meſhiah,' that magnificent: 
firſt Letter G6, for ſo er, 30. 31. it- ſhould be 


rome; the -endred; and-notin theplural, as. we 


ſage 18 dorread if. To the letter, it is not- 


_ now ſome- their Nobles, as_in our tranſlation, 


what alter- Hye cheir- magnificent - one; or their 


cine Noble one ſhall be of themſelves, and 
copy their Governour ſhall proceed: from 
thereof. the midſt of them. Now the Pro- 
miſe is, that when this Noble and 
magnificent one, the Shiloh ſhould 

come out of theLoins of 7#dah, and 

take the Soveragn Government and 

Power, and have the chief admini- 

ſtration of things in his own hand : 

Then in that glorious and Evangelical 
Diſpenſation, Their Children thotld 

be as afore-time : their Children 

ſhould be ſolemnly dedicated, and 
givenup to God, and put into his pro- 

tection ; 
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rections andin token of it be baptized, 


as in afotetime they were Circum- / 
ed, 7er; ZO, 20,21: 


| Apothecary, | 


Fam not- convinced that this Goh: 
pture in the 30. of Zeremiah hatlt at 
alt any _— to the preſent: par- 
poſe; an ; E preſume thi true ſenſe 
and FB ofir to be niffakejitin your 
"Fr diy 2tioN of $ | ws bs ackhowkdge that : 
Fre Proms; precedefit andhcotiv 
ſzquent m-rthat Core. relate to the: 
iappirieſs of the Church ,” in ' the 
hol © Ae -that-. 


ri6fi of things' itt fk owtt rd 5: 
amongſt which this is: one, Their - 
Children ſhould be #t afore-time. Bar 
what then > doth it therefore follow, 
that their Infant Seed ſhould be bap- 
tized, in token of their dedication to: 
God. , As .in afore-time they- were- 
Citcuniciſed > was there ever ſich 
an- inference drawn from this Text 
before ? Certain it is that thete ate 
many hundreds of places in the Scri- 
ptate, that might eaſily be alledged,. 
Where rein- 


P- 56: 


whergin Children - are mentioned; , 
where yet farts cannot be at- all 
intended. And itis as plain, that as 
for the preſent Words, according- to 
the current expoſition: of rhe p ce, 
it muſt needs be underſtood of the | 
body of the Jewyh Nation, frequent- | 
ly in Scripture called the Children of 
Tael; andthat their being as afore- 
time, only points back to the moſt 
proſperous ftate. of that, people. and. 
particularly to the reigns of David. 
and Solomon. , at which time. that. | 
Kingdom was at the higheſt exaltati- 
on of 4ts proſperity and glory.. I: 
defire you therefore to examine ſuch 


P 


niſhed with more than my ſelf: but. 
I amapt to think, among them all, 


you will hardly find your own expo- 


ſition. 


Defter. 


Well may the Children in the Go- 
Diſpenſation be as afore-time 3 
ince_ though the Jews are.cut off, 
the Gentiles are graffed in upon the 
{ame ſtock : not indeed upon hs 
| gal 


Wm 
s 
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PQ. 
legal Branch, but upon the Root 


' Olive, which affordeth all the nou- 


riſhment that either the Jews had, 
or the Gentiles, have.” Which Roor 


{ Olive is the- Covenant of Promike, 


that was: four: *hundred and thirty 


| years before the Law. Now into 
that ſtate of things, wherein not 
' the Law, but the Goſpel preached 


unto Abraham did obtain ; God was - 
a God not /only to the Father, but 
to the Children: yeato all his Fami- 


| 3 And the Father of the Family 
idn 


ot only give himſelf, but all his 
Children, and even his Seryants, all 
his to God. And fo it is now, 
your Children ſhall be as afore- 


ume. 
Apothecary. 


As for the Root mentioned, Row. 


' 11, to which I ſuppoſe you refer: it 


is indeed varioufly conceived by In- 
terpreters 3{ome underſtanding there- 
by the Covenant to be meant, ſome 


* Abraham, Iſaac and 7aceb : and ſome 


Abraham only. For my own part 3 
I believe that Chriſt himſelf is thereby 
to be underſtood z; who is the => 

o0t 


(36 ) | 
Root of the Church and that oth 


in -Abrabaw's time , and before, . as | 


# 


\ 
{ 


well: as fince. ,To this. purpoſe him- | 
{elf rells us, Zohn 3.5. 5. 7am the'Vine, 
ye areohe Branches, . And to this jur- | 
ole alſo , - Rev..;22,.Þ6.- he {tiles 
Cm ſelf,The Root and the Off-epring of Da- | 
vid. It is indeed therefore the un- | 


ſpeakable bleſſednels of, Gentile _Be- | 


levers, to begratfed in upon ſuch, a 
Stock, not uponthe.Jegal Branchy but 


- uponthe 'Root Olive; which - afford- | 


eth all the nouriſhment that either 
the Jews had, or the Gentiles have. 
That.Root Olivebeing no other than 
Chriſt himſelf, who was indeedgiven 


. for a Covenant of the people, and a ig 
O 


to lighten the Gentiles, The Goſpel | 
whoſe Grace was ( as you fay ) 
preached to Abraham four hundred 
and thirty years ( at leaſt ) before 
the Law-was given. | Bat what then ? 
doth it. therefore follow that the. be- 
lieving Gentiles are put into that very 
ſtate of things, as the promiſe held 
it ſo long before the Law ? Whereis - 
that :Scripture that ſays. it? fer. 30. 
the-Scripture before mentioned, ſpeaks 
no ſuch thing: nor any other that I 
can meet with. 

Evident 


G37 n 
Evident it is, that though Circum- 
ciſion was in uſe before as well. as 
under the Law; and though Jeſus 


Qiſt himſelf is by the Apoſtle 


ſtiled theMimiſter of theCircumciſton, 


for thetruch of God, to confirm the 


Promiſes made .unto the Fathers ; 


yet as it cannot be. denied, but that 
1t was adepted-into the legal Family ; 


and that it 'was alſo adapted unto the 


nature and-quality of the legal Diſpen- 


ſation : S0.1t -is-as evident that 1t 1s 
now aboliſhed. And I can \meet 
with-no-one Text in all the New 


_ Teſtament, -that tells us that Baptiſm 

1s come4an the room thereof.3 or that 
:1t-is appointed to-have-the ſame place 
--and-uſein the Church / of: God, that 
.Gircumciſion had, [but .rather much 


tothe contrary,- as. I have elſewhere 


- proved-to you: And it-being mani- 
eſt, -that the external admimſtration 
of the Covenant-is now changed, from 


what it-was in Abraham's times from 
thence it doth as plainly follow, that 
there is an alteration of the Rule, 
that muſt dire<t us in our practice 1n 
that reſpect. 


Door, 


p. 52, 63. true ſeed ( the believing Gentiles ) | 


* 8, 9. 10. And ſhall the Principle abide, 


ſay. 


(383) 


D oft O0r's ; 
It cannot be denied but that the | 


Covenant in the ftgn of it, both by | 
taking it upon themſelves, and by | 
putting it upon their Children = 


* 


are as much c_ to keep the | 


Y 
v 


Abraham was for himſelf and his. | 
And this is the proper duty required 
of them, as they are partakers of the 
bleſſing of dbraham. Nor are we 
ro expect any New Commands in 
the Goſpel-Diſpenſation for duties 
{ertled of old, on laſting and immu- 
table Reaſons 3 the obligation abi- 
—_ if the reaſon of the precept 
abides. A principle that is the ground |. 
of the Apoſtles Reaſoning, 1 Cer. 9: [ 


and not the duty which ariſes from 
it > the Covenant abide, and not 
the Reſtipulation, without which it 
15 not a Covenant ? This you dare not 


Apothecary. 


IJ. 


( 39 ) 
Apothecary, 


How fair and ſpecious a ſtructure 
may there be erected upon a falfe 


| or a wrong Hypotheſis. All this 
* Diſcourſe of / yours proceeds from 


a miſtake in the very foundation of 
your Argument : For you ſuppoſe, 
and would fain have it taken for 
granted, That the Spiritual Seed of 
Abraham under the Goſpel, are un- 
der an obligation from Ger. 17. to 
keep the Covenant in the ſign of it 5 
and that both by taking it upon rhem- 
ſelves, and by putting it upon their 
Children alſo, whereas there is not 
a Word or Syllable there, or any 
where elſe in all the Old Teſtament, 


9: [& That the Spiritual Seed of Abraham - 


under the Goſpel, were to keep tha 
Covenant i the fie of it ; mucly 
leſs that they were to put 17t wpor 
themſelves; and leaſt of all, that they 
were tO put it pon their Children alſo. 
All theſe are meer J-ventions, and 
proved Difates, And therefore 
though we may not expe&t any 
New commands in the Goſpþel-Dil- 


penſation for _—_ ſetled of old, on 


aſting 


 P- 23, 245 
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laſting and immutable Reaſons ; be- 
cauſe the Obligation abides, if the 
reaſon of the Precept abides : 


yet what ſhall we fay when that | 
which we ſuppoſe or affirm of this { 
kind , is but a meer Chimera, Or © 
a fancy of our own Brain only ? : 
Let it once be'{ubſtantially proved, 
either from the 17th: 'of Geneſis, Or 4 


fron any other Text in the Old 
Teſtament, what you have now aſ- 
ferred z and then your confe- 
_ ſhall be as readily grant- 
e 


Dottor, 


I pray confider , That not only 
Abrahzzx was under Obligation to 


keep. the Covenant in the ſigh of | 


it, but the Seed of Abraham alfo; 


that is, all thoſe to whom the Co- | 


venant is made, are equally obliged # 


to the obſervation thereof i» the fign 


ef it : ( and therefore ) not only Abra- | 


kam was obliged, but his Seed too.For 


as God 1s pleaſed to ſay ; 7 will be a | 
God to thee and to thy Seed + and 1 

will give to thee and to thy Seed : So. | 
he {ayes, Thou and thy Seed ſhall keep |] 
my 3 
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my Covenant, Thon ſhalt heep 
Covenant therefore 5 ( and not only 
thou, but ) thow and thy Seed after 
thee in their Generations : Thon, thox 
and thy Seed. 

So that if the Believing Gentiles 
be ( as indeed they be ) the true 
Seed, and principally intended in 
the Promiſe 3 (For it is Seed, not 
Seeds ; Seed ſpeaking but of one , 
and that one is Chriſt z and Chriſt 
not perſonal only, but myſtical, or 
Chriſt with his members; for it is of 
many in one : for the Seed which is 
to keep the Covenant, 1s to do it 
in their Generations ; not 1n his Gene- 
ration , but in their Generations, and 
that is plural. ) I fay, if the Belier- 


. | ing Gentiles do become the Seed' of 


Abraham, ( as they do ) they come. 
alſo under equal Oblizationto obſerve 
the Covenant 5 with Abraham him- 
ſelf; for it 1s, Thou ſhalt keep the Co- 
venant therefore, thou and thy Seed. And 


| |! to keep the Covenant ( as I have 
| evinced already) is for him that is in 


it, in token of his dedication, and 
affienment of himſelf, and of all his 
to God, not only to wear the fign of 


{ the Covenant himſelf in his own 


GY peiton, 


( 42) E 
perſon, þut to put it upen all his ? 
that 6 of it; 1o to mani- } 
felt, that he owns not any intereſt } 
or propriety at all in any thing, or z 
title to any, but what he returns to ' 
God; and that both himſelf and all ? 
his, are the Lords. And are not the 5 
Believing Gentiles as much obliged | 
to aſſign, and dedicate, and give all, # 
as Abraham? Yes, doubtleſs, andare * 
as much bound to ſhew, and own, } 
and declare they de fo, as} 


IE. 

And though ( as you object ) 1 
Circumciſton , that at firſ# was the ? 
{1gn and token of the Covenant, is { 
taken away ; yet it will not follow, ! 
that the Obligation to obſerve and ? 
keep the Covenant in any other fign # 
or token doth ceaſe with it. And | 
to demonſtrate this, it muſt be mind- * 
ed, that as the equity and Reaſon of | 
the command doth hold in Baptiſm, *% 
as well as in Circumciſion; and for ! 
any other ſign and token, as well : 
as for this; and to the Seed as well | 
as. to Abraham ; God being as much 3 
a God to the one,as to the other : So | 
alſo that in the form of the Words,the | 
obligation impoſed upon Abrahamand | 


us | 
- } the {1gn of it. And but in the Se- 


- EGF I 
his Seed, is in the F5rf# place, to 
keep the {1gn and token of the Co- 
venant, or to keep the Covenant in 


cond (place, ) to obſerve circumci- 
ſton 3 namely, but as it is that ſign - 
So that a plain diſtin&tion is made 
between the 0#/gation, to obſerve the 
Sign and Token of the Covenant, ( or 
to keep the Covenant in the ſign and 
token of it) and to keep it in Cir- 
camciſron, as that Sign and Token 3 
the Former ariling from the very na- 
ture of the Covenant, ( Thou ſhalt 
keep my Covenant therefore) and there- 
fore of as perpetual obligation and 
exiſtence, as the Covenant it ſelf: 
But the Larter is more poſitive and 
ſecondary. Wherefore, though there 
be an alteration in the ſecond, - it will 
not follow that there muſt be ene 
in the Firſt or that the Covenant 
ought not to be obſerved in the Sign- 
and token of it, if for certain Rea- 
ſons, Circumcition be no longer, but: 
ſomething elſe be that Sign and To- 
ken; the taking away the Second,, 
doth not deſtroy the firſt, for being 
before it, it may be without it. 
Thou ſhalt keep the ſign: of the Co- 
| 3 venant, 


( 44 ) 
venant, that is firſt; Circumciſion 1s 
that Sign, that is Second : And why 


exe in the firſt place, and the other 


but in the Second , but to ſhew , 
the Covenant muſt be kept in the 


Sign of it, even when no longer | 


Circumciſion, but ſome other thing 


is in the Counſel of God ordained * 


to be that Sign ? 
Apothecary. 


As to the firſt part of what you 
- now offer; though I do acknow- 
ledge that the true Believing-Gen- 
tiles, as 1/aac was, are the Children 
of the Promiſe. And though I do 
alſo acknowledge that ſince the ta- 
king down of the partition-wall by 
the death of Chriſt , the believing 
Jews and the believing Gentiles are 
no more diſtinguiſhed, and of diffe- 


rent Seeds, as many, or diverſe; but © 


are made one in Chriſt ; yet I deny 
that the Holy Ghoſt in this Text 
points at any New Teſtament Sign, 


with which the Spiritual Seed were 3 


to be ſigned in the Goſpel Day 3 
_ their Obligation to wear the Goſ- 
pel ſign, being wholly left unto the 


eune 
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time of its Inſtitution ; which de- 
termines both the ſubjects and the 
duties thereof. And, | 

As for the ſecond part of what 
you now offer ; having diligently ex- 
amined the Scripture which I ſuppoſe 
you referr to; viz. Ger. 17, For my 
own part, I muſt needs profes, I can 
find no ſuch diſtin&tion there, as is 


ſuggeſted by you : for thus run the 
Words, wer. 9. God ſaid unto Abra- 


ham, Thou ſhalt keep my Covenant 


therefore, thou, and thy Seed after thee 
in their Generations. Ver. 10. This is 
my Covenant, which ye ſhall keep between 
me and you, and thy Seed after thee, 
every Man-Child among you ſhall be Cir- 
cumciſed, Where 1 can find no ſuch 
diſtintion as you obſerve; *©That 
© Abraham and his Seed were enjoyn- 
*ed, firſs to keep the Covenant 5» 
© rhe fron of it And in the Second 
© place, to keep it in Circumciſion, 
© as that ſign. For the immediate 
Obligation which was laid upon 
Abraham, and his Seed after him in 
their Generations, was not to. keep 
the Covenant i» the ſign of it in gene- - 
ral terms, as you would have. it 5 
but to keep it in that particular. ſign 

C 4 of 
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of Circumciſion ; there being in that 
Scripture no other ſign mentioned, 
or implyed; in which the latter words 
are only exegetical of the former, 
Thou ſhalt keep my Covenant therefore, 
6c. inthe 9. Verſe; And how ? the 
10. Verſe explains, Namely, in Cir- 
cumciſion. 


Dottor. 


Seeing this Objection hath ſome- 
thing in it very pertinent : ( for I 
will do you all the right imagt- 
nable) I hold my ſelfobliged in or- 
der to the removing. of it, and con- 
{equently to the further illuſtrating, 
and clearing of my Argument, to 
ſhew, Firſt, That the immediate ob- 
ligation, and incumbence mentioned 
in the 9. Verſe, cannot be to keep 
the Covenant in, but Circumciſ1on, 
or in Circumciſion only. And con- 
ſequently that what is ſaid, Verſe 
10, 1s not meerly exegetical of the 
obligation 1n the g. | 

Secondly, That the immediate 
Obligation, and incumbence in the 
9. Verſe, .is to keep the Covenant in 
the ſign of it ; this is _: 


- 
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And then, that which is added in the 
10.. Verſe, is buta ſecondary inſtiru- 
tion of a particular ſign for that time. 


And, 

; Thirdly, .I will ſhew, that there 
is a plain intimation, and conſequent- 
ly more than a meer hint, that ſome 
other ſign muſt be obſerved by 
the Seed than. that of Cixcum+ 
Cil10n. 


Apothecary: 


Sir; I muſt needs tell you; That 
notwithſtanding all the pains you 


; havetaken, in your ſecond Letter, 


toward the proof of the three parti- 
culars-, now mentioned by you :. 
you are yet extreamly defective: 


7 therein. 


For, Firſt, You have told me 
indeed ( to this purpoſe }) by way of 
confirmation of your firſt particular, 
«That the iminediate Obligation and 
©:acambence mentioned in: the 9. 
Verſe, cannot be to keep the Co- 
©venant in. Circumciſton only: be- 
cauſe as God promiſeth. to be a 
*God unto Atrahar, and his Spiritu- 


; <41. Seed; So the Spiritual Seed 22 


C ) «a5 | 
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'*ryelll as Abraham himſelf, are equal- * 
ly bound to keep the Covenant. : 
* And ſince the Spiritual Seed of : 
© Abraham under the Goſpel, are na : 
* way obliged unto Circumciſion ; | 
<fome other ſign therefore (ſay you) | 
© muſt be intended inthe Text. But | 
this is not home enough to the pur- [ 
poſe; forthe Argument woul1 rz- | 
ther run thus: That therefore it is | 
the more convincingly evident, that 
the Spiritual Seed of Abraham under 
the Goſpel, are no way concerned 
m that Obligation ; becauſe without 
giving the leaſt hint of any other 
{ign : Circumciſion, the only fign ' 
there mentioned, hath relation to | 
Abrabam, and his natural off-ſpring 
and family only. | 
Secondly, Whereas you tell me, * 
© 'Thar the immediate Obligation and ' 
* incumbence in the 9. Verſe, is to ; 
* keep the Covenant, iz the ſignof it; 
* which you ſay, was Primary, And 
*that which is added in the 10. 1s but 
*a Secondary 1nititution of a particular 
* (gn for' that time. This being 
without a ſubſtantial proof, is but {| 
a meer Petitio Princip: > or A plain 
hegging the Point in diſpute, upon ? 
| which 


(49) 
which the ſtreſs: of che whole de-- 


| pends. For as«t is evident that the 


words in the 10. Verſe, are only ex- 
egetical of thoſe in the 9. And as it 
isevident that neither in the 9. nor in 
the 10, 1s there any other ſign men- 
tioned, but the {1gn of Circumciſion 
only: So-it is as evident that the 
words in the 9. Verſe, do neither 
expreſs, nor give any intimation of 
any fign at all, that God intended 
ſhould be annexed to the Covenant, 
as the token, badge, or cognifance of 
it; there being no ſuch term, or a 
{yllable of that found in the Text : 
For there God only commands Abra- 
hans to keep his Covenant ; and doth 
not ſay : Thou ſhalt keep it i the 


! fer of it : that being yoxr addirion only. 


In the 10. Verſe, indeed we have 
a particular explanation of what had 
been delivered in general terms in 
the 9. This is my Covenant which ye. 
ſhall keep between me. and you, and thy 
Seed after the, every Man-child a- 
meng you ſhall be circumciſed, Yo that 
it 15 WPparent that the latter words 
are only exegetical of the former 5 
and are therefore the Primary, and 
not the Secondary - Inſtitution . of 
a. 


(59) 
a particular ſign, as you would have 


It. | 
And Thirdly, your aſſertion there-- 
fore is groundleſs, when you tell. 
me, © That thete is a plain intima- 
*tion in the 9. Verſe, and conſe- 
* quently more than a meer hint , 
© that ſome other ſign muſt be ob- 
© ſerved by the Seed than that of 
* Circumciſton : For though the 
Subſtance of the Covenant on Goas 
part, doth »ow belong equally to Be- 
lieving Gentiles , as well as to Be- 
lieving Abraham , and his Believing 
off-ſpring then ;, yet as to what con- 
cerns the Obl:;gation, there is nothing 
expreſſed in the whole 17. of Gene- 
fs but what relates to Abraham and 
115 Natural Seed and Family only. 
Under the Goſpel indeed, the Be- | 
lieving Gentiles are taught what 
| God ow requires of them, as their | 
duty by way of Reſtipulation : Bur | 
as this place of Geneſis gives no hint | 
at ail of Gods mind in that reſpect ; | 
{o neither was there any neceflity | 
thereof ; God only then defigning 
to ſignifie unto Abraham, together 
with his natural Seed and Family, | 
what was their preſent duty, under F 
| the 


yo 
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the-then preſent Adminiſtration. and. 
not. otherwiſe. 

' You your ſelf cannot but. acknows-. 
ledge that the Obligation meation- 
ed inthe 10. Verſe, muſt of neceflity 
beunderſtood in relation only to the 


Natural Seed of Abraham ; becauſe 


the Seed there ſpoken of are expreſly 
enjoyned to be Circumciſed. dif 
{o, then it clearly follows, that the 
general obligation lying upon the 
Seed, mentioned in the 9. Verſe, 
muſt be underſtood in the ſame ſenſe 
alſo: For to ſay that the Spiritual. 
Seed under the Goſpel, muſt be 
underſtood in the 9. and the Natural 
Seed: only in the 10. is a moſt harſh 
way. of the interpretation of rhe. 
word of Gad:it being utterly impro- 
bable,that there ſhould be ſuch a ſad- 
den tranſition from one Seed to ano- 
ther, without any notice given there- 
of, Butas this would be to make 
the Scripture unintelligible to a 
vulgar Capacity.z fo the Words in 
both Verſes being but one continued 


Speech, and the Sprrit.of God plainly 


ſpeaking, in both, of one and the 
7 Mn, of Seed, on whom the 
Covenant of Circumciſion ( as 

Stephen 
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Stephen expreſly calls it, As 7. 8.) 
was then to be impoſed; and there 
' beingnot the leaſt hintin that whole 
context, of any other ſign, that God 
intended ſhould be obſerved in the 
Goſpel-day : there cannot eafily 
be a greater violence offered to the 
Word of God, than to endeavour to 
faſten ſuch a ſenſe as you do upon 
it. But certain it is, God never in- 
tended to leave his inſtituted Wor- 
ſhip to ſach ambiguous uncertainties, 
which require ſuch a circamlocution 
of Words and Arguments, for the 
demonſtration of them, as you are 
forced to uſe in the prefent caſe in: 
your ſecond Letter; and which a 
common capacity cannot compre- 
hend, when all is done. 

| Iknow you haveendeavoured to 
confirm your expoſition of this Text- 
in Geneſis, from the- like form of 
Words in the Fourth Command- 
ment, in relation to the Sabbath : 
But I ſuppoſe I have given you a 
{uffcient anfwer to that in my ſecond 
Letter, which I need not here repeat. 


L «tor. 


+: 


Door. 


Confider ſeriouſly, how plain and 
ealte a fenſe this is I have of the 
| Words ( in difpute) Ger. 17. 7. Z 
will eſtabliſh my Covenant between me 
and thee, and thy Seed after thee, Be- 
tween me the Lord, and thee 4bre- 
ham, and thy Seed 1ſaac in the Letter 
and Spirit, tobea God to thee Abra- 


P.134,135 


ham, andto:thy Seed after thee, 1/2ac = 


m the Letter and Spirit. Verſe 8. 
And Twill give tothee Abraham, and 
to thy Seed T/aac irr the Letter and 
Spirit, all the Land in which thou 
art 4 Stranger. Even the Land of 


Canaan, inthe Letter, to aac in the: 


Letter; and the World, the whole 


World, in the Spirit and Myſtery, 


to aac 1n the myſtery. Verſe 9. 
And therefore thou Abraham and thy 
Seed J/aac in the Letter and Spirit, 
| ſhall keep (the ſign of ) my Cove- 
nant. Verſe 10. ( Burt ) This 1s 
(the ſign of) my Covenant which 
ye which are now here, thou Abra- 
ham, and 1/hmael thy Son, according 
to the fleſh, and the reſt of thy 


Houſhold here, which ſtand for _ 
the 


+ - 3 208 
the Seed —_— to the fleſh, as 
ſo; This is ( the ſign of) my Co- 


venant which ye wt part, ſhall. 


keep, ( as a {ign of the Covenant 
I have made between me and ye, and 
thy Seed 1/aac, the Seed of the Pro- 
miſe, and not of the Fleſh) Every 
JAan-Child among you ( ye the Natural 


Family and Carnal Seed ) /hall be 


Circamciſed, Among you, he doth not 
{ay among the Seed';- the Seed is to 
keep the Covenant in a ſign, verſe 
9. But the Natural: Family only are 
to keep it in ths Sign,. in Circumci- 
fon. Thou ſhalt. keep. my Covenant: 
therefore, ( in the Sign of. it ) thou and 
thy Seed. ( But ) This is my Co- 
venant which ye [hall keep, &c. Eve= 
79 Man-Child fhall. be Circamciſea, 


Apothecary, 


Your Paraphcaſe upon the Words: 


is two ways {aulty : For firſt it is: 


forced 3 not. natural nor obvious. . 


And Secondly, it 1s repugnant both- 


to the Text, and to it telf. Firſt to- 
the Text, in forcing one Sign upon: 
it, more than it ever intended ,. 
2%, Baptiſm. Secondly, to it {elf,, 


and. 


| 
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and the Text too : For if the Natu- 
ral Seed were to keep it in this Sign, 
viz, 1n Circumciſion ; and the Spiri- 
tual Seed in the Sign, viz. in Bap- 
tiſm 3 and if 7aac be the Spiritual 
Seed 3 then it follows, if 1/aac ſu- 
ſtan only the capacity, and relation 
of the Spiritual Seed, he ought not 
to be Circumciſed, which he was : 
if of the Natural and Spiritual Seed 
roo, ( as you make him) he ſhould 
be both Circumciſed and Baptized 
alſo, which he was not. Yea, ac- 
cording to your reckoning, Abraham 
himſelf, as well as 1aac, ſhould have 
been Baptized : For if the Sign in. 
the 9. Verſe be Baptiſm, as you 
mtimate 3 the Obligation there, is on 
Abraham and Iſaac too, in the Letter, 
as well as on the Seed in the Goſpel- 
day : For thus runs your own Para- 
phraſe upon the Words, © Therefore - 
* thou Abraham, and thy Seed Iſaac 
*1n the Letter and Spirit, ſhall keep 
*the Sign of my Covenant. That is 
| according tO your Senſe 3 Both he an 

_— and thou alſo muſt be Bap- 
tized. 


*Tis 


P.160, 
IGI, 162, 


jarring , 


Spiritual Seed in the Goſpel-day ) 


Which I havenow made both with 
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*Tis true, the trae Senſe of the 
Words we all know {( or ſhould 
know at leaſt ) is this; Thou ſhalt 
heep my Covenant therefore, thou and 
thy Seed, Verſe 9., That is, Both thou 
and thy Seed ſhall be Circumciſed as 
the 10. Verſe declares : And fo the 
Words run {moothly , without 
ſtitable to the plain 
{cope of the Spirit of God in the 
following Words. But according to 
the courſe that you take, I do not 
{ee how you can- poſſibly avoid the 
abſurdity 3- but that the ſenſe muſt 
be plainly this: Thou, even thou 
Abraham (halt be Baptized, as well 
as Circumciled; as alſo thy Seed 1/aac 
in the- Letter, together with thy 
Seed Iſaac in the Spirit, ( or thy 


as the proper Sign of that Covenant, 


thee and them. 


Doftor. 


 Itis a bold abuſe you put upon me, 
when you intimate as my Opinion, 
That Baptiſm is immediately intended in 
the 9, Verſe. Whereas (you __ 


(57 ) 


I have told youten times over, 
That Tunderſtand the keeping of the 
Covenant there gexerally, tor keeping 
of it in the Sign of it { whatever the 
Sign at any time be ). and not parti- 
cularly and determinately for keeping 
of it immediately either in Circumci- 
ſion, or-in Baptiſm. Indeed in that 
moment, when the general Obliga- 
tion was impoſed of wy the 
Sign, neither Baptiſm nor Circumct- 
{1on in particular was Yet Inſtituted 3 
though Circumciſion was 1n the very 
next Moment. I confeſs, had the 
keeping of the Covenant in the ſrgri 
of it, which is the duty enjoyned in 
the 9. Verſe, been a keeping of it 
particalarly, and determinately in either 
Baptiſm, or Circumciſion; then {( as 
you obje&t ) either Abraham mult _ 
have been Baptized, if Baptiſm had 
been intended particularly; or elfe, 
1/aac in the Spirit ( the Believing 
Gentiles., the true Spiritual Seed ) 
muſt have been Circumciſed , if 
Circumcifion had immediately and 
particularly been meant : But that 
term being underſtood but generally 
and indeterminately ; Abraham and his 
Seed are only obliged by it to erg 

© 
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the Covenant in ſome Sign; in that 
ſign reſpefively, which: ſul be the 
Sign of their reſpe&tive times : 
And thus Abraham did keep it in Cir- 
cumciſion , the ſign in his time 
and fo did Jaac in the Letter, as the 
Natural Off-ſpring of Abraham, in 
che Sign that then was: But Spiritual 
T/aac ( or the Believing Gentiles ) 
could not keep it in the Sign zher ; 
they not having Being ther, and ſono 
particular Sign was ordained for 
them the» ; but - when ever they 
ſhould be, They ( being the Seed of 
Abraham ) aretyed by the obligation 
(Verſe 9.) to keep. the Covenant 
in the Sign of it, viz. In that Sign 
which then ſhould be ( the Sign ) 
when they became Seed. 


Apothecary: 


In this you ſeem to me to give up 
your Caule for loſt : You now tax 
me for a bold abuſe, in ſaying, © That 
© you intimate that Baptiſm is imme- 
* diately intended in the 9. Verſe of 
* Gen. 17, Mark your own Word; 
not »ſt:tuted but intended: Whence 
I argue, if Baptiſm be neither there 
Y inſtituted, 


Py 0 


= CD CÞ wo 


( 59) 
inſtituted, nor intended 5 if it be net 
ther in the Letter nor Iztention of that 


Text, it is not there at a//., And all 


the noiſe you have made 'about it. 
1s but a beating of the. Air. An 
whereas you do alſo tell me ; the 
ſenſe is indeterminate and general : 
Here you leave me a fair Field 5 
for whether the ſenſe be determinate 
or no, I appeal to all the rational 
World to determine; except you 
will dare to interrupt the Spirit of 
God in a continued Speech, break 
the Series of his Diſcourſe , put a 
ſtop where you pkalſe, before he 
hath ſpoken out, and catch one part, 
before the other , which determines 
the ſenſe, be uttered 3 and then call 
It indeterminate and general, But this 
is not to be endured among men; - 
you your {elf would not ſuffer ic 
to be thus handled :- much leſs will 
God ſuffer it. Doth not God in 
the ſame breath (asI may fay) de- 
termine the ſenſe, and tell you where- 
in the Covenant is to be kept, name- 
ly in Circumciſion > Do not theſe 
Words immediately follow the for- 
mer; This is my Covenant which ye 
ſhall keep, &C. Every Man-child among 
28 


( 60) 
90u ſhall be Circumciſed * And do they 
not determine the ſenſe > What a 
liberty do-you take, not only to in- 
terpret this Text, but to rend one 
patt from another, and put Periods 
where you pleaſe? But why do I 
beat the Buſh , when the Bird is 
fled > Baptiſm it ſeems, is neither in 
the Letter, nor imtention of Ger. 17. 9. 
and if fo, the Diſpute is ended, and 
we are where we were before. 
Had there been aſign, or the ſign in 
the 9.. Verſe, diftin&t from that in 
the 10. the one Baptiſm, the other 
Circumcifion 3 1#mael the ſubject of 
the latter, as a repreſentative of the 
Carnal Seed ; and 7azc of the for- 
mer, as a figure of the Spiritual : 
( as your former Diſcourſes ran ) 
then 1/azc maſt have been Baptized, 
or elſe you make him a ſtrange Fi- 
gure. But now you yield, he was 
neither Baptized in his own perſon, 
nor Baptiſm ſo much as tended in 
the 9. Verſe : And what more fatis- 
faction can I expe& from you? you 
may diſtinguiſh the , thou, and- ye, 
and you, and thy Seed after thee , as 
{ſubtilly as you can. | 
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But though you acknowledg Bap- 
iſm is not -the immediate ſenſe of 
erſe 9. Yet it may be you will tell 
Ne, It is the rewore ſehſe: Yes fare, 
emote enough, and ont of the ken of 
all men befide your felf Bur I 
pray you, where do you find this 
remote ſenſe, and whats the immediate 
ſenſe, if neither Circumciſfion nor 
Baptiſm be there? The Covenant it 
Beems, according to this reckoning, 
 fimay be kept without any ſigh ; 
whichyet you would not allow of for- 
merly. Bur pray tefl me, How was 
Abraham and his to keep it m- the 
reneral, indeterminate {enſe, which is 
neither in the one, or the other 
ſign? I am afraid this will puzzle 

ou 3 if not you, it doth ſich a foft 

ead as mine. Did not you tell me 
in your laſt ; The Covenant muſt be 
kept 1n ſome ſign 3 and yet now it 
may be kept without any ? Thos /þ alt 
keep my Covenant therefore, thou and thy 
Seed after thee, that 1s, in the fign of 
;t : But that muſtnot be underſtood, 
lay you, In any particular, Or aeter- 
minate {enſe 3 but in gezeral only : 
For though Baptiſm is intended, yer 
it 15 not /mmediately jntended, but re- 
miotely 
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motely only : but you may diſtinguiſh 
as you pleaſe, Baptiſm, I am ſure, 
is not. to be found in the expreſs 
words of the Text 3 and you your 
ſelf do now acknowledge, it is not 
in the immediate ſenſe; and I have 
proved that the ſenſe cannot be ge- 
neral and indeterminate, What need 
any more ado then to darken counſel 


thus, by words without knowledge? þ 


There ſeemed once a ſign, or the ſ1gn, 
in the 9. Verſe, diſtin& from that in 
the 10. but now it is vaniſht, and 
there is no ſign thereat all, only in a 
general, 1 ndeterminate, and remote ſenſe, 
that is, in »o ſenſe. So that Abraham 
and his, according to your interpre- 
ration, were obliged to keep the Co- 
venant ina 0/enſe way. | 
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"HE Reader | is: deſired to rake 
notice, | that the Do&or never 
yet gave me any: anſwer to this laſt 
Reply of mine 3 nor indeed unto 
many other paſſages of a like impor- 
tance, contained in my fixth 
laſt Letter-to him, (hereafter inſert- 
ed) inteference whereunto, he hath 
been hitherto wholly filent. _He 
acknowled = inded, in dow Preface 
to the _ That ER Lk 
* xeceived+a Tank? iden: me 
*his laſt: but al ſays; Worn thac 
C, "Letter (3sothers) was lo little to 
© the purpoſe, unleſs refleftions- and 
© extravagancies be'fo, that he did - 
*not find- himſelfobliged to any other 
«anſwer, thanwhar-itt his laſt is ad- 


 *dedand marked: with - an *Afteriſm 


*ehns*, and that, as himſelf acknow- 
*ledgeth, is but little 3 / being ( ſaith 


_ ©he )) but one Paragraph, and two 
* or three Words by way of illuſtra- 
*tion;- And for thar that i is,” for my 


own part, I do not ſee how it comes 
to bear upon any part of my laſt Let- 
D tt, 


( 64) | 
ter, by way of anſwer thereunto. ® 
The Doctor indeed tells the Reader, # 
That that Letter of mine is but little ;# 
to the purpoſe 3 it may be it is but 3 
little to his purpoſe, bur IT hope it- is F 
enough to mine : But whether. it be 
. ſo extravagant, and ſo little to the } 
purpoſe, as the Do&or would have ! 
it; or whether he would not have # 
anſwered it , were it not for the 2 
knots that are in it, which he could 7? 
not untie z is now to be referred to 1 


.the Readers judgment. | « 

The Door tells me indeed, p. 1-4. |: 
in the latter end of his fourth Letter, 7 
which that laſt Letter of mine gives * 
anſwer unto : © That. I had treated | 
* him but ( as <A&/o did- his Maſters # 
* Gueſts) with Tongue , Tongue | 
« ſtill, nothing but Tongue in ſeveral | 
* diſhes. I hope the Reader will find 
ſomewhat of Brain, as well as Tongue. Þ 
However Tongue is good meat, and 7 
many Men much aftect it ; either 7 


when themſelves carve it, and others E 
receive it with admiration 3 or | 
others, carve it, and they receive ! 
it, well fawced with adulat- | 
ON. | | | 
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: There 1s one thing more-which 1 
judge it needful to give the Reader 
Advertiſement of; and that is, That 
that which the Do&or calls his firſt 
Letter, is to ſpeak. truth, no other 
than two Letters conjoyned in one, 
or his firſt and ſecond Letters united 
together : For whereas I had ſent 
him my ſecond Letter in anſwer to 
that which was indeed his firſt; by 


way of reply, he was pleaſed to ſend 


me back again , almoſt an entire 
tranſcript of his firſt - Letter, inter- 
ſprinkled with ſome animadverſions 
on my anſwer : wherein, himſelf 
now acknowledgeth- in his Preface 
That as he. thought, I had obliged 
E ſeveral additions and 
alterations, -as well as emendations, 
by my anſwer thereunto. And this 


1s that which he now calls his firſt 


Letter, which therefore hath a dou- 


ble date. If therefore the Reader 
find one or two paſlages in the fore- 
going Scheme, which are not away 


to be found in that firſt Letter of 
his, as it is now altered ; this which 
I have now ſaid, will afford a ſufh- 


cient reaſon for the ſame. 


D 2 And 


| «( 66 )) 
And becanfe I Riot it might be 
burthenſome. to the-Reader to per- 
uſe-all 'the ſeveral Letters which. I * 
have ſent*trhro the -Dotorupon the + 
foregoing ſubje&-z "Eſpecially con- * 
fidering the fabſtance - of 'them hath ? 
been ready preſented m the fore- ! 
going Scheme : I .have therefore * 
'only fabjoyned my two laſt -Letters * 
unto him ; wherem' the 'mjain of the - 
Controvertie 'between tis is {tmmed 
up ; -and though one 'or two pallages 
even inthoſe- Letters alſo, have been 
already recited to make” up the fore- : 
going Scheme" ehtire 3 yer” the ne- * 
ceſfiry thereof in that ' reſpect, will - 
I fuppoſe, render it fafhciently excu- * 
Able to the Reader, : 
' Upon the whole, ſince accord- jt 
© ing to the Doors. own concefli- 
on, Baptifm' 1s © not 'immediately 
by intetde ; m thoſe Words, Gen. 17, £ 
©*9. And it being 4s plain, that it | 
©cafinot'be remotely intended there, | 
hd thac much leſs can-it be found 
*inany other. Old Teſtament "Text. 
© And foras much'as the Door hath 
yet nevertheleſs afferted, in the 10. 
* page of Is Epiſtle” to © the Reader; 
3 Thar 


( 67) 
That inthe New. Teſtament nonew 
* rule is given by. Teſps Chriſt himſelf; 
*or by his Apoſtles: and followers, 
about the ſubjects. of Baptiſm: L 
* (hallnow therefore appeal unto the 


- fdiſcerning Reader, whether the Do- 


*&or mult not of neceſſity be at a 
* great loſs concerning the grounds of 
* Infants Baptiſm.z which yet he. tells 
* his Reader, he hath ſo fully aflerted, 
*and that in a method wholly new, 
* and upon grounds not commonly ob- 
* ferved. Indeed it cannot be denied 
* to be ina method wholly new, and 
*0pon grounds not commonly obſer- 
*ved, ſince he rejects all other Ar- 
* guments as hanging it on Vyres, 'or 
* by Geometry only. But I am apt 
© to:think that whatever the common 
* Arguments will be found to have 
*done, the Doctors new Method 
£ ( at leaſt) doth ſufficiently appear 
©*to have (0 ſerved it: For if there 
« beno rule given fort, either in the 
* Old Teſtament, or in the New ; 
© then it hath no foundation in the 
* Wordof God at all : Andif it hath 
©no foundation there; the Wit of 
* Man cannot acquit an action fo 

BD 3 performed , 


2... ? 
* performed, from the Guilt of © 
© Will-Worſhip 3 and conſequently - 
*from hanging it on Wyres, or by 
© Geometry only. 
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| My Fifth Letter tothe 
| Dotor. 
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Honoared Sir, 
: Ours of Ofeber 14. hath been 
/ -4 thus long before me ; being 


mote puzled. how than what to an- 
ſwer 5- forT find-it eaſter to anſwer 
what 15: * Argamentative 1n your Pa- 
pers, than how to word the juſt 
reproofs I have to lay before you, in 
ſach clean, mild, decent, and Chri- 
ſtian Language, as may be fully ex- 
preſſive of my mind, and no way 
juſtly offenſive to yours. Reprehen- 
{ton 1s called by a_ great ' Divine, the 
Chirurgery of the Pafhons 5 and 
cutting work 1s not eafte or pleaſant.: 
Here lies then the - difficulty of 
my Province, not to ſtir up your 
Paſſions, whilſt I am labouring te 
clear up the truth3 that which re- 
heves me in this point is, - that. I 
have to do with a. generous Ad- 

D 4 verſary ; 


verſary 3 Adverſarins non Perſone, ſed 
Litis. 

Auguſta Caſar ſharply rebuked one 
that delivered a m_ to him ſo 
timorouſly, as.if he had.been reach- 
ing fipem Elephant , @ morſs]' to 


an Elephant ; but I. hope F may 


approach you with more freedom 
with theſe Papers, expecting at leaſt 
as much humanity , - and: a great 
deal more Chriſtianity” from you; 
whilſt I thus. Animadyert on 
. You: tell me,- < My. laſt was. wel- 
*come to:you ;._ becauſe you learn by 
* it, that the Controverlie long .de- 
© pending,- and- which you feared 
© would be eternal, is not like to con 

©tinue long. | | 
By way of Reply unto- which-, 
Firſt, I give you-your word eternal 
back again, as-improper, and out of 
place here: ſure there are no ſuch 
litigations- 1n_eternity. Thoſe 1llu- 
minated Souls that have entred- that 
ſtate, do not miſtake three for two, 
and two for one, as we blind mor- 
tals do: And Secondly, whereas I 
perceive you are willing to end the 
controveriie, the ſooner the my 
fi 3 ay 


i 
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ſay I; ſo youend it fairly. by untyings. 
not cutting the knots that are in if. 
And indeed for my own part, I had 
rather be ſucking the Marrow of 
practical Truth, than exerciſing my 
Teeth always upon the Bones of 
Controverſie. 

You -blame me for PPjing the 
phraſes of Plain, Scriptural, Solid, 
and Cogent, ta my own Diſcourſes 3. 
and of Chimeraes, Repugnances, 
doubtful Conſequences, ambigyous 
uncertainties , violence and cor- 
ryptian of Scripture ( to which you 
might have added unproved' dictates) 
to yours. . 

To which I reply, That if I did 
not think my own to be Scriptural,. 
{olid, and. cogent 3- they: ſhould be 
none of mine. And if jt do not 
appear that yours are as- I. haye ca 
ted them, I will besg-your- pardon :- 
But I doubt you have given too much 

round -in theſe, as well as your 
; Papers, to juſtifie: thoſe 
Cenſures. 

- - You put: the whole: Controver- 
fie upon theſe twa Ifſnes, viz. 
e Duty enjoyned » Geneſis 17. 9. 

D. 5. and : 
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and the ſubjets of that duty, 4 
Verſe 10. 'Þ 
 Candidly and fairly offered ( ſay |: 
IT) I do accept therefore and joyn | 
Ifſue with you , upon this reaſon- | 
able poſtulatum , that the Eng;/p Þ 
Bible may be Judge, for I pretend to * 
no knowledg in the Hebrew ;, as alſo ! 
that you do not wreſt or cloud the 
genuine ſenſe by artifice or elo- ? 
quence.. For one of the ' Antients #7 
pertinently obſerves z. © That the | 
ſtate and condition of the moſt | 
* perſpicuous truth is often obſcu- | 
red and altered, -accordirig to the | 
*ſtrength or eloquence of thoſe that | 
: diſpute It; q 

You fay, That you have abun- i 
dantly. evinced that by Seed in the | 
9. Verſe, muſt be underſtood-the | 
Spiritual, - as well as the- Carnal 
Seed." 

To this Ireply, That:that may be |: 
ealily evinced which was never 
controverted, I grant yort that the 
Spiritual Seed , wiz. Iſaac is con- 
cerned in the 9. Verſe, but thar 
which you are to prove , 1s tha 
Haac, quatexns, Or as the Spiritu 


Seed 
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> | Seed is there meant; I fay this is. 


what reſts on you to prove; elſe. 
you only ſay; but not diſpute, and 
will juſtine me in calling your Dif- 
courſes unproved Dictates ; I ex- 
ped I ſay, ſold proof for this, be- 
cauſe it 15a foundation ſtone ( ſuch 
as it 1s) in your ſtructure; - but I 
doubt this will never be proved by 


you. I am ſure not from the Scri- 


ture, which you- palpably abuſe, 

y miſrendring it ; In Tazc ſhall 
the Seed be- called 3 the Text faith 
not ſo, but thy Seed. ' And the. 
Apoſtle alledging it twice in- the 
New Teſtament faith, thy Seed, not 
the Seed, as youdo, which had you 
done by way of expoſition only, it 
had been the more excuſable s., hut 
an allegation is one thing, . and an 
expoſition is another. . And we can- 
not be ignorant that when we .cite 
a Scripture, we ought to: cite 1t 3n 
the ſame ſyllables, . and be preciſe to 
a. point 3 - foralmuch as: on every 
point of the Law Mountains of mat- 
ter hang. Now though it is tru? 
that Iſaac was a type of Chriſt; and 
{. of the Believing Geatiles allo 


tſaas - 


(54. J 
Faac beings born- after the Spirit , 
as a Ape of the Promile ; and. not 
barely after the fleſh; as JÞmael was 3 
yec:E deny -tliat J/aac inthe Spt- 
rit (that is; the Believing Gentiles ) 
15 at all: to. be underſtood by the 


Seed exprefled in the 9. Verſe, 


becauſe the Seed there mentioned, 
s commanded in the 10;; to. be 
Circumcifed 3 which doth not at all 


fait with the believing Gentiles 5 


but muſt of neceſſity be under- 


ſtood of Abraham's natural poſterity 


by 1ſazc only. 

Nor indeed was it vinder that pre- 
ciſe- notion , as 1/azc was: the Spi- 
ritual Seed; that the preſent obliga- 
tion was at all faſtened upon him 
( there being nothing of this na- 
ture mentioned throughout rhe 


whole context ) but rather as he 


was deſcended: from Abraham ac- 


cording to the fleſh: for other- 


wiſe 1imael had beenexcluded' from 
the duty there mentioned, who: 
could pretend to nothing of any 
Spiritual Relation- unto Abraham as 


aac did 5 And yet it cannot be- | 
denied but J#was! was indy: | 
oy ed. | 
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ded- therein as well- as-1/axc;--» --- 
- But our buſmels is: to ſhew who: 
were 'to: be Circamciſed;- and: in, 
what - Capacity, Reſpect, and Re- 
lation, you are coming to. that; 
and in order to it , in the next 
place, you aſſert a tripartite Covenant, 
viz, God on the bne patt i Abraham 
and-his Natural Famuly denoted by 
the Word ye, on the ſecond part : 
And {aac in the Letter and: Spirit, 
and- inv him the believing | Gentiles, 
denoted. by the Seed, on the third 


part, | | | 
| - You asked me before, How I 


durſt. diſtinguiſh where God doth 
not? I do not kygow that I did; 
but I think you do- ſo here. And 
ſhould I fay no more but, rarpe 
eff Dotteri, 8c. it may be Ehad ſaid 
enough to that : Bur I pray you, dear 
Sir, How prove you this Covenant 
to be tripartite, which ſeems to be 
bipartite any 5 by Verſe z. and 
Verſe 4: only Abraham 1s conſider- 


ed invit as Pater Eamilias,, and his 
off ſpring both preſent and fature. 
taken in with him, as one party in 


the Covenant;- even -as Noah's Co- 
venant 


\ 4 
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venant- is expreſſed ' in - the-- ſame 
form, Gen. 9. 9. I know: not-what 
Authorities you follow, I-wiſh:you 
would be ſo juſt to your ſelf; to 
produce them in your own vindica- 
tion ; for I think you tread a: very 
ſolitary and By-Path here. But by 
the ſame Rule and Reaſon you make 
16 4 tripartite Cevenant, you may 
make - it -quadrupartite if you pleaſe, 
viz, God is one- party, Abraham a- 
nother, his preſent Family a- third, 
and. his. Seed after him a fourth : 
But when a Mans Eyes are once 
dazled, nothing is more common 
than to ſee three- for. two ,: and 
two for one, as you: here do : 
three Parties and two Signs, which 
15 the next _ | 

For you. make two diſtin&-Signs 
as well as three Parties :in this Co- 
venant : And that I may not abuſe 
youz- I will ſet down verbatim, your 
own Paraphraſe upon the Words ; 
which though you call plain and 
ealte, 1t is to me the moſt involved, 
tortuous, and intricate, that ever I 
heard of, except Origens Allegorical, 
and Aſyftical . Commentaries:.:. But 


{uch T 
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fuch- as it is, -I ſhall here-. ſet t 
down, and my own by it, that all 
may judge - which flows. moſt na- 
tarally. 


Thus runs your» Paraphraſe 5 ſpeaking 
of the 9,” Ver(e, ſay you : 


© Therefore than Abraham; and thy 
* Seed Taac, inthe Letter and Spirit; 
* ſhall keep ( the ſign of) my Cove- 
* ant, And then ſpeaking of the. 
10. Verſe, you bring in that Verſe 
wih a Bar, thus: © (But). this: is 
* (the {ign of ) wy Covenant .which- ye 
*whichare now here, thou Abraham 
© and.7/mae! thy Son,: according to 
©the fleſh, and the reſt- of .thy houſs 
hold here, which ſtand: for all the 
*Seed according to the fleſh as ſo; 
«This is (the f1gn of) my Covenant 
©whichye ( for your- patt) /hall keep 
<.25 a fign of the Covenant which 
<I have made berween. me. and ye, 
2nd thy Seed aac, the Seed of the 
©<Promiſe, and not of the Fleſh 3; 
Every Man-child among ye, ye the 
*Natural Family, and Carnal Seed 
© ſhall be Circumciſed ; amoag yes 
; o @ 
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<he- doth not among the Seed: | 


< The Seed is to. keep the Covenant 
*in a ſtgn, Verſe 9. But the natural 
Family only are to keep it in ts 


© fign of Circumciſion. Thor ſhalt | 


© keep my Covenant therefore ( in the 
© (gn of it ) thow and thy Seed : (but) 


© this is my Covenant which ye ſhall 


Ebeep, Ge. 'Bvery. Marchild ſha be. 
© Cirenmcifed, - 


My Paraphraſe. 


- T enter into Covenant with thee 


 'Abrabaw, and: with thine 3: in which. 
Covenant I confer upon thee and 


them, all ſorts of Bleſlings., Spirt- 


tual and Temporal; Temporal upon. 


thy Natural. Seed, and _—_— 
and Temporal on thy Spiritual Seed. 
And by way of reſtipulation ,. F 


require, That both thou in thy own 


perſon, and they in theirs , both 


thoſe that are preſent and future , 
keep my Covenant-:: And becauſe 


thou mayeſt underſtand what I re- 


quire of: you 3- this is my Covenant,. 


(s. e, ) the fign of it to thee and. 
them 10. their Generation, which. 


tho. 
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; | chou- and -they ſhall- keep 3 Zoery 


Male ameng- you ſhall: be Gircumciſed, 


This- 1s the. [plain and! obvious 
{enſs 


| _ Your Paraphraſe is two: wayes 


fauly: For firſt 'it-is- forced ; not 
natural, nor obvious. And Second- 
Is, it is repugnant ' both to: the 
Text and to it: ſelf, Firſt to: the 


Text, in forcing one {ign upon- it. 


more than ir ever intended , vz. 


| Baptiſm. Secondly, to- it ſelf and 


Y 


te Text too': For if: the Natural 
Seed- were to: keep: it in- this {1 
viz, 1n- Circumciſion, and: the” Spi- 


ritual Seed: in the ſign, viz. in = | 


tiſm, and 1/aac be the Spiritual.Seeq 
then it follows, if 1aas fuſtaun only 
the capacity and; relation of the 
Spiritual Seed, he onght not- to be 
Circumciſed, which he wasz if of 


7 the Natural and Spiritual Seed t 


OG, 
(as you make him ) he ſhould be 
both - Circumciſed and Baptized alfo, 
which he was not.. Yea according 
to your reckoning, Abraham him- 
elf, as. well as aa, ſthould- have 
beet Baptized : For if the ſign in 
the 9. Verſe, be Baptrim, as you 
| intimate 
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intimate 5 the obligation there is 
on Abraham and Iſaac too; as well 
25 on the Seed in the Goſpet- 
day : For thus runs your own Para- 
phraſe upon the Words, © Therefore 
©thow Abraham and thy Seed 1/azc in 
* the Letter and Spirit ſhall keep the 
© fign-of my Covenant,that is, both + 
' and they, and thou ao, muſt be bap- 
- tized. | 

It is true, the true ſenſe of the 
Words, -we all know { or ſhould 
know at leaſt) is this; Thin ſat 
keep my Covenant therefore, ' thou and 

thy Seed : That is, both thou and 
hey ſhall be Circumciſed ;- as the 
10. Verſe declares : And ſo- the 


Words run ſmooth , without -jar- 
ring, ſuitable to the plain fcope of 


the Spirit of God in the following. 
words :- But according to the courſe 
that you take, I do not fee for my 
own part, how you can- poſſibly 
avoid - the - abſurdity , but- that the 
ſenſe - muſt-be plainly this 3 Thou, 
even thou. Airaham ſhalt: be Bap- 
tized 3 as. alſo thy - Seed Ifaac in 
the Letter , together with thy Seed 
Taac in the. Spirit. ( or thy —_ 
| _ 


'S - 'Þ 
Seed in the Goſpel-day, ) as the 
proper ſign of that Covenant , 
which Ihave now made both with 
thee and them. 

But I muſt a little farther mani- 
feſt what I but now hinted alſo, 
concerning your forcing one ſign 
upon the Text, mote than it ever 
intended, viz. Baptiſms which is 
indeed the foundation of the fore- 
going abſurdity : For you tell me 
of he ſign in the 9. Verſe. And 
this ſign in the 10. the ſign in the 
9. Verſe, relating, = you, to the 
Believing Gentiles : And this ſign 
in the 10. to the natural prep | 
of Abraham : But pray hold there, 
Sir, we muſt not be | off ſo 
For as far as I can diſcern, God 
ſpeaks but of one ſirn m both 


' | Verſes. I acknowledge, as you ſay, 


*That the ſenſe and meaning of 
*the Phraſe of keeping the Cove- 
* nant In either Verſe, is clearly the - 
* meaning of it alſo in both. And 
' therefore to \keep the Covenant 
*in the 9. Verſe; is to keep the ſign 
* of the Covenant, ſeeing to keep 
*the Covenant in the 10. Verſe, 1s 


(: 82) 
© keep! it, in the, fign3; but then 
we muſt not make two ſigns. , 
where. God- ſpeaks but of one.. It 
cannot be rationally denied. (: as 
your ſelf do' now. {eem to grant ): 

ut that the words-in the 10. Verle, 
are oply- exegetical. of thoſe in the 
9. and then where are the two 
{igns you ſpeak of? No, Sir, we 
can allow of no Rules of Additi- 
on, or Multiplication, at this rate, 
when we come to interpret the | 
Word of God; for that is, as 1 


have already told you, highly dan- | 


gerous. It is true, twice one makes 
two; aſign or the ſign in the 9. 
and this ſign in--the 10. that is, a 
{ign of Gods mn in the 10, 
and another of your own deviſin 

tit the 9. Bur cettainly- this wing | 
of courſe will not do, and the mi- 
ſtake by this time, I ſuppoſe, is 
ai{cernable enough 3 - only I muſt 
tell you, that as far as I earn ap- 
prehend, it was your: over earlineſs 


as & 3 wt at rob el 45 word 


in giving the ſenſe of the 9. Verlſe, 
that hath: led you into the preſent 


error; for had you .waited Gods} 


eifixe, and tartied: till God aſe 
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n | had ſpoken, -as he doth in the 16. 
2 | Verſe, by way of -explication -of 
lc | -choſe general 'words 'mn the 9. -you 
s | had riot run ifnto/that fatal miftake 
8 asnow-'yeu do, of making 'two 
5 | ſigns where God makes but -one; 
e | :and: confequently of adding a fign 
O | of your own, to that: of Gods 
e | appointment. — 
- | -As I take it, one of the School- 
men faith,, That if the Workmans 
'Hand were his Rule, he could ne- 
vyer-etr in working. And if-what 
- | -you pleaſe ro paraphraſe on-a Text, 
muſt be the ſenſe, you can- 
- | not fail to carry any cauſe you 
1 | undertake 2 for after this--rate a 
- | man of an ordinary - capacity -may 
j underttke to prove : Puidiber 4 

| :2,0/3ber ; what himſelf pleaſes from 
* | any Text: whatfoever. , But really 
| Sir, this .15 nor+ to interpret but 
| to wreſt {the (Scriptures, iz Per. ; 
* | 3-16. that is, 'Fo' put'them on "the : To m_— 
| Tackto force thetn-to ſpeak-whatthey 1, a94, 
| never meant. -'* You will hear with what the - 
Ty. Plainheſs herein,; the merie'-of Wiſe man 
the cauſe les in"; arid your'ne faith, 


hd ww” 
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” | there was none before : For thus run 
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you do, is no fſimall evil. Thus 
Sir, your foundation fails, and debile 
fundamentum Page xr : Allthe reſt 
you . have ſo artificially ſuperftru- | 
Cted, totters of courſe. I ſhall now | 
therefore animadvert upon only | 
one word more in your Paraphraſe, 
(Hough more might be ſpoken to ) 
and fo proceed to' anſwer the ſe- 
'veral Queſtions you propound un- 
to mes 

And that is the Word, Bat ; in 
reſpe&t of which I pray you to 
tell me. by what Authority we ſhall 
be aſlured, that the words in the 
10. Verſe, are indeed to be inter- 
preted- disjunctively, as you do 
ſuggeſt, while you begin that verſe 
With a But , As you do in your 
Paraphraſe thereon ? (bat )) fay you, 
this is the ſign, &c. Whereas there 
.1s no ſuch Word in the Text, nor 
any thing - like it that .I can meet 
with. Indeed you could never ex- 
pe to carry the cauſe you plead 
for, but by the addition of this 
disjunive word, But, in the be 
ginning* of the 10. Verſe, where « 


the 
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the Words in their naked ſimpli- 
city, according to the commonly 
received Tranſlation of them. - Thox 
ſhalt keep my Covenant therefore, thou 


and thy Seed, &c. Verſe 9. And 
| then Verſe 10. This is my Covenant 


which ye ſhall keep, &c. But you 
have thonght fit to add this Word, 
But, in the beginning of the 10. 
Verſe, to make it run the more 
plauſibly ro your own ſenſe (which 
it would not do without ) whereby 
you would infinuate as. if God di- 


| rected his ſpeech to another ſort of 


perſons there than in the 9. and 
indeed if that word had been added 
by the unerring Spirit of God, the 
words in both Verſes, would clear- 
ly enough have had . quite another 
enſe, than now they have. : Bur - 
as the caſe ſtands, - that word muſt 
be expunged; for-as far as I can 
ſe, there 1s no reaſon why it ſhould 
be put in: God. doth not f 
ſo; and therefore why ſhould 
you. AP 

. And now Sir, having run through 
your Paraphraſe,' I come to t 
Queſtions you propounded, which 
- are 


| C 8) 
are gromhded thereupon. In my 
Anſwe Ke , I muſt: w_ 
an-ey# -to-your Paraphraſe, becau 
I -fipd: the one is made to fortifie 
| give lfe-unto the: other. 


= ordingly 1 ſhall reſpe& both in'my 

q Anſwers. 4 

* Laer, 1, And Firſt, you demand, Is there 
not a:Word, not a {yllable,: as:yau 
expreſs it (fay you) in the r7.-of 
Geneſis, that the ' Spiritual Seed-'of 
rbraham are to 'keep- the' Covenant 
in' the fign of -it ? 
; 'FAnſwer, nr on News the ® 
70%, is equivocal. ccording, to | 
yu, '1t-1s_ Baptiſm 5 according - to | 
my fenſe', 'and:the plain Scripture, | 
it-is  Circumciſton. That 7/aac and 
41l believers of the Old Teſtament, | 
lineally-defcending. from Abraham, 
were - obliged / to keep the Cove- 
hant -in Circumciſion; -the declared 
and-determinate, {1gn of fit, 1 grant. | 
That there is any other fign ,  be- | 
fides that in this -+7i Chapter, Ide- | 
oy ; and you. haye not offered.the 
eaſt proot' forir, ' belides Your Own 
Paraphraſe upon the Words ; which 
15 to dictate, - not to Uiſpute;-: bh 
Sun ou 
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You demand; [Have not prov- 2%. 2. 
Mt the Seed there is 7aac in the 
ule pirit principall yo 5412 5508 Dh $I 
Caf © If by: {aac in theSpirityanmean «, 
= the. believing Gentiles; I Anfwer ou 
ny | No: but I have. rather proved the 
'".| contrary 53 to wit, that the Seed 
-r6 | there mentioned is to berunderſtood 
on | Of Abraham's. Natural Poſterity' by 
-of | {aac only. © And the realon:is plain, 
off becauſe the Seed mentioned -in: the 
nerd 9. Verſe, are Lag cy command- 
ed in the 10, to be Circumciſed 3 
;,} which doth not at all rehate-:unto 
| the = de, Gentiles , | but: muſt 
'o| of neceſſity be underſtood of - 4: 
| brahams Natural: Poſterity - on- 


ly. FM 
nd | "That the Holy Ghoſt under the 
» | New Teſtament makes - Jaz a fi- 
2 | gure of Chriſt ,” and of them that 
«1 | are born after the Spirit,,. I de- 

ny. not.. | But that : Abraham as well 
| as Jad, ſhould in this place 
x" | ſtand for the Carnal Seed, and -1/a- 
hel 4 for the Spiritual. Seed only; as 
our I ns implies ,” and. your 

a 


* 2araphraſe expreſles 3 and that Atra- 
>| ham, 1hmacl, and the reſt of the 


preſent 


theh, word m the; Texn, 4s: the Seeds 
hewever you have adventured 


conjundtion .in the ſame ales 
and Obligation: 3 yau in. conttadi- 
ſingtion, and: accordingly alter the 
Pimaſg, to gnonnd your gotion upoj 
It: Byt:did {5r4iwmm in the buſineſs | 
of Ciraumalſien - ſtknd: indeed: for | 
the Carnal : Seed, as you fay , 2s | 
well as:1/2mad.;. How then: did. he | 
recave Circumaiſion as a: Seal of | 
the righteouſneſs off Faith: > | 


'" FRAY WI Y 09 oy ©tY. | RY GY -: Pars Wow WW. nn 41 lO 9 wm. DD (DB '$ CD 


I you diſftin- 2s, 33 


the Seed. ? 


| only on the Namral, Carnal Bs 


mily of 4hrahew:",, in the term ye, 
as it is GY from the 


terms fo Anton ra be 
oppoſite, ele it: is: no :diſtinQion 3 


but here they: are conjoyned as'one 


party in the Obligation, And he 

Seed which you - would make one 
member of the: he diftinaion, is a (elf 
created: term., - as I have told you 


upon .the former "Queſtion. Ir 
thaw and. thy. Seed: alter thee in the 
g. Verſe, porn ating nor only at Jac, 
but at all Abrabar 


ons poſterity in- 
their reſpective Generations ,. du- 


| ringthe' continuance of that. Admini- 
j ſtradon;-  And'then it follows in 

* the 10. Verſe, This: is my Coves 
| wantwhich. ye ſhall. keep, &c. meaning 
| Abraham ad his Seed after him in 


their Generations, which had been 
ſpokew:o5 jlt” Dafoe 3 {o that 
doth not Z — between 

ot 


"or. 


Fol. 


(90 4» . Mo 
3eand the Seeds. as you fay he doth:| 
Nor doth it appear that Circamd-l _ 
ſion is enjoyned only on the Na- | 
tural, Carnal Family of Abraham, | 
in the term 9e,. as It 1s diſtin- 
guiſhed from the Seed 5 but ra 
ther the contrary. 

But then you do alſo tell me, 
That the ſu > of the Obligati- 
on to Circumciſion in particular , # 
which is in the 10. Verſe, is al-| 
tered; it is not there, fay you,| 
Thou and thy Seed, as all along be- * 
fore 3 but ze, and Je 1s Abraham , ' 
and thoſe then with him in the}; 


th 


_ MIS rr 


Letter : But 1aac was not there, |: 
who was the promiſed Seed. | 
Could Gods mind, I pray | 
be more fitly ex refſed in the aſe 
I have pleaded for, than to fay, | 
This is my Covenant which ye ſhall 
keep, in the ro. Verſe, meaning | 
Abraham and his Seed after him, | 3 
ſpoken of in the 9g. Ir is true, 
the Words thee or tho are not to | 
be found in the 10. Verſe; nor 
was it fit they ſhould; for it would F 
have been Altogether improper to | 


Dove {aid in the 10. Verſe, This | 


is | 


i 


_ _ 


Y is my Covenant which thou ſhalt keep 
| between me and you, &:c. becaule 


| God intended that his Covenant 


ſhould be kept by more than one; 
even by the Seed of Abrabam be- 
fore mentioned , as well as by 4- 
braham himſelf : And thetefore it 
is molt fitly exprefled as it is, in. 
purſuance of the ſenſe I have 
pleaded for » This is my Covenant 
which ye ſhall keep, GC. 

nd whereas you tell me, That- 


ye is Abraham , and thoſe then 


with him in the Letter ; but az 
was not. there, who was the Pro- 
miſed Seed. What do you drive 
at in this expreſhon? would you 
have me - believe; .as your» words 
do ſeem to import, _ that J1ſaac 
the Promiſed Seed was not to be 
Circumciſed , becauſe he was not 
there when the command of that 


.kind': was given to Abraham and the 
reſt then preſent with him in: the 


Letter? It. is true, 1/a4c was not 


. then preſent with him, as being 
not yet born 3 but yet he was as 


much comprehended in the term ze, 
as dbraham himſelf; for the com- 
E 3 mand: 


( 92) 
mand in the 9. Verſe, concerned |} 
the Seed of Abraham as much as| 
Atrabam himſelf; and therefore fo | 
i IR Ns dab 
. ga » you Or 

God dikiapaiſh the ye, from the 
See4 | between we and ye and thy ij 
Seed } by winch I ſappoſe you | 
mean thoſe words in the latter part |} 
of the 10.. Verſe. 7 


doch not diſtinguiſh | 
the Seed . pT a& : 


thee 


&ﬆ. | 
that 36 


oned in the foregoing . Verſe ; | 
that is, Abrabam ard his Seed after | 


him 3n their Generations : But then | 


whereas God faith; This is my Co- | 
venart which ye Jhakl keep between | 
me and you : This can be onder- 
ſtood m my opinion , no other- 

wiſe 


+; 2 0 , Jo. 


OO E ROW OST 
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es IS, Henan mes add © How 


Abraham , 

Iifhmazl, and the reſt of the Farily 
now preſent with thee: and not 
only between me and you now 


prefent 3 but berweeny me and Fin, and. 


th /ted after thee, before expre(- 


fed 5 Every Mar-child among you 
ſhall be Circamtiſed. 

In fine, ( fay w_ why all .2-: 5: 
along in the 10. -and 11. Verſes, 
and afterward both in the impoſ- 
tion of Circumcifion , and in the 
intimation of the end and ufe of 
i, doth the Holy Ghaſt uſe a re- 
ſrigtive term, and hever  mentiofs 
the Seed 5; but ye, 3 (halt keep it, 
Bree. Andit [hall be a token betwetn'me 
wad ye; he ſaith not;rbe Seed ſhall keep it, 
Gec. nor , That it ſhall be a' token to 
the Seed, He ſayes, The Sepd ſhall 
herp the | Covenant . [_in 4. fign | bur 
doth not ſay, it fall keep. the Co 
venant in this NE ye wag7 4 3% 
not this fl h nd why: fo? clew 
up theſe veſtions ( ya) and 
you do ſomething 3 and. without it 
all is nothing. 

E 4. The 


Sol. 


( 94) 7 
- The reaſon then-.( ſay b) Why | 
in the beginning of the 10. Verſe, | 
and afterward, both in the impo- | 
ſition of Circumciſion, and in the | 
intimation. of the end -and uſe of | 
It, the Holy Ghoſt doth uſe a re- 
{trictive term; is, becauſe it would | 
have been improper ſo often to | 
have repeated the word Seed, ( ac- ®? 
cording to the uſual. forms of ſpeech # 
generally in cuſtome among men ) 
it being enough. when Abraham and | 
his Seed after him, had been once | 
or twice mentioned, to-ſay ze, as 


there was further occaſion” to make 


mention of them 5 he needed not 
afterward to ſay , The Seed ſhould 
keep, &c. Nor that it ſhould be 
a token to the Seed : But ye ſhall 
keep it, GC. And it ſhall be a_token 
F0 Joh. s - 

But whereas you tell me, That 
God ſays,” the Seed fhall keep the 


Covenant, | in 4 Sign ] But doth 


not ſay, 1t ſhall keep the Covenant in 
this figs it ſhall heep a fien , 
ot this fign, And why ſo? 


Ne et ES. Bo £, A. | 
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'I anfiver, That God doth not- 
lay, That Abraham or his Sced ſhould 
keep the Covenant [in a ſign | norinehis 
ſign;nor indeedin w/o diſtin from 
that which is expreſly mentioned in 
the 10. Verſe. viz. The gy of Circums - 
 cifen; for that is the. only {1gn ſpo-- 
| ken of, or ſo-much: as - hinted ar, 
7 in that whole Chapter :- And there- 
fore for you to- make two 4igns - 
where God ſpeaks but. of one, as 
I have already told: you, is no 
ſmall tranſgreſſion. The-ground of 
which miſtake, . ſeems to have -been 
your over haſtineſs in giving the ſenſe 
of the 9, Verſe:, before the - pro- 

r ſeaſon 3 whereas you: ſhould. 

ve waited till God himfelf: had 
ſpoken, as he doth to that pur- 

ſe in the following words 3 but 

y. this means - ( your interpretation 
and Gods being put together , 
though yours was needleſs while. 
Gods was in place) on a ſuddea 
uw? ſtarts the appearance of a dou- 
ble incumbence,- where but one was: 
— 

aſtly, you demand, Is nt the ©, 5 
fame the ſubjet in the. obliga- —_ 
E$, tion: 


Sol. 


(96) 


promiſe Spiritual in rhe 7. and tew- 


thes. 2 
porlin x8 che fame that is in 


the x0. = = is, Abrabaw and 


al . whether preſent of furere, 


cerned ſome way or other. In the 
Bleſſings remporal, the Carnal Seed 
were - concerned. -In the Bleſſings 
er and Temporal, the” Be- 
i Seed of Abraham were con 

age wg Aman ns 
other were alfo concerned in 


Obbguiea mentioned Verity, by. (6) - 
erſe 


to be Circumeifes, 25 


conſtantly Circameiled 3 and not 
one to keep it in one fign, and 
another in another, as you ſuggeſt 
without any ground from this. 
Text. 

But tv leave as little matter as 
may be for further ventilation ; 
though I do acknowledg that 1/aac 


was a figure of thoſe born after 


the Spirit: And that the Believing 
Gentiles, 


Hon 1a the 9. Verſe, that is, in the | 


COLL OE IIS TER 


roger or Tenn 9505 PS 


declares. And it is —_ that War | 
 & 2s well as JÞ&»ae; theBelieving 
Jews as well as the Carnal, were | 
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Gentiles, as Jaw was;. are the 

CT RL 
| Te 

fince the taking | 


being -wholly- left-unto che time | 
of its inifticution 5 - which derer- 


mines both. che. ſubjects and. duties 


thereof. 


And therefore though it cannot- 


be denyed,.. but--that Arabian,  be- 
ihg in Covenant with God himfelf, : 


was exprelly commanded not. only-- 
to wear the fign of ic himſelf; -bur - 
to put it upon his. Children als : 
nd not- only. fo,:. but on. his Ser- - 
vants, . Slaves: and all; - yet- you can : 
produce no-. command to- this pur- 
poſe. under the. Goſpel. in. reſpect of 
| Baptiſm. 


C98 ) 


Baptiſm. LI know very well. this | 


5 the point you drive at :- But as 
you have 7 produced no Scri- 
pture proot for the -maintenance of 
your. aſſertion of this kind , but 
Ges. 17. 9. fo: I have already pro- 


ved, that thoſe words concern the | 
Natural erity of Abraham only. E 
And. -. though Abrahams being # 
in Covenant was | a ſufficient * 
ground for him at the command of 


God to put the ſign. of it upon: his 
off-ſpring alſo 3 whether believers 
Or No: Yet it is expreſly required 
that the perſons to be Baptized be 
Believers themſelves 3 for thus 
runs the Goſpel Commiſſion, Adark. 
16, 16, He that: believeth ana is Bap- 
tized, ſhall be ſaved, And fo Atts 
'8, If then believeſt with all thine heart, 
thou mayeſtl;, &c. Which qualifica- 


tion: was not required of thoſe to- 


be Circumciſed , as the condition 


thereof. whether of Infants or thoſe 


at Age;- ſo that now it is. not & 
nough to-ſay. as. the- Jews. did in 
fohn's time: 3 We have. Abraham to 
ozr Father : But thoſe to be Bap- 
tized, muſt make (at leaſt ) a-praq- 

Ss teſon. 


—_— — 
LET as tte an EEE 


| ATT tn ear EE. 


. caſe in Abraham's time. It is true 


( 99) | 
feſion-.of Faith and- Repentance ; 
themſelves, before they can be du- 
ly admitted theteunto. And there- 
fore to Baptize Infants- that are-un- 
capable of either, 1s. no other than 
to croſs the Goſpel. Rule... And I 


' could never yet - meet with two 


Rules in. reference to Baptiſm; one 
relating to. Infants, and another to 
thoſe of Ages but that which re- 
lates to the adult: only and :con- 
ſequently unto. ſuch alone as are ca- 
pable of the terms which.-the- Goſ- 
pel now _— | 

And indeed, if it were-granted 
that the believing Gentiles are in- 
tended as 'the proper ſubje&t of 
the Obligation,. mentioned Gey. 17, 
9g. Yet you cannot from thoſe 
Words ſubſtantially prove-thac the 
Infant Seed: of Believers are to be 
Baptized with their Parents : For 
there God only ſaich,. Thou ſhalt keep 
my Covenant therefore, thou and thy Seed 
after thee. in their Generations ; And 
that is all. There is no mention in 
that Text, of putting the ſign on 
their Children al, as was the 


by 


(160 ) 
by the Seed ons Sher: ofiyoc 
underftand the Sent fn 


. EXCOIPT 
all concerned in che: Gaſel Ob 
an,. which you fay is there inten 
and-alow thar it bath relation 
ta the Spiritual Seed.in the 
- day; letthoſe then that are ach, 
vehen they. deſire-it, be Baptized : 
Bur is there 2 word or {ylable there - 
Conc the. Jifienr Sediof betiey-- 

ets, that they alfo muſt be Baperzed > 
Dy muſt we forge a commiſſion out 
af our own Brain. to this patpoſe, | 
where the Scripture it felf 1 _ E E 
Let the Spiritnal Seed then ke 

ant in. the proper _— Bs in 

their own perſons 3- and when you 
can produce any teſtimony ne ei the 
Scriptures, that, becauſe. Believers 
themſelves are in Covenant, theit- 
Infants muſt now be figaed alſo; E. 
—_ we ihall not fail to be con-- 
{ormable- 


* vu of mw 
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formable to the Divine Precept. But 
for you to pretend to a plain, down- 
he, Scriptureproof for Infant Bap- 
tilm from the words inſiſted on : 5 as 
far as I can fee, while the World 


ſtands, you will never be able to. 
make god v what yow-wouldpretend. 


coupon that account. 
""Tixx having fiared. the Iles on. 


which the thing in cantroverſy be- 
tween usSnow ;- and} having 
anſwered your Queſtions , I hope- 


| | Imay alſo _ the boldneſs to ſay, 
| That I have done it with the candor: 


and fairneſs that becoapes a ſeeker of 
erath3 and ſball therefore Rilt beg af. 
God to kad both Tor the remaling 
_ alt cruth,. the remaining 
darkneſs.on your mind or on. mine, 
m our preſent fearches after ir, may - 


| ar lengthbe diſpelled. Thus reſtech,. 


Honoured Str, 


Dartm, YTowrs in all Chriſtian Ser- 
Dec. 15, ' vice and Aﬀeion,. . 


L682. | | 
Philip Cary. 
My 


( 1602 Y 


—_— — —— 


My Sixth: and laſs Eet- 
ter, which was never 
yet anſwered. 


Honoured Sir, 


find your laſt. of. a different 
[| complexion and-ſtile from your. 
former ; abounding with farcaſms, 
Jeers,. and opprobrious terms 3 and 
all eq -- connected with . pre- 
tences of candor, lenicy ,. and ſoft 
Words, and that you dare not al- 
low your ſelf ſuch a liberty as I 
rake in this kind. At this I am 
aſtoniſhed, and' provoke you to 
ſhew one opprobrious term appli- 
ed to your perſon in all my- Pa- 


pers. Your perſon I honour , 


when I cenſure. and dete& your 


miſtakes... 


Oo TO m_——_ WTO” Ron —'1? 4& an #oc6 
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miſtakes. But I ſee it is time to 
turn the Cask upon its Head ; 
when its come to the Bottom, and - 
runs ſo foul and aregpy. I know 

nouſe of ſcoffs in Controverſie , 
but to diftrat an Adverſary, and 
= up the defedts of ſound Rea- 
ON. + | 

I perceive you are very angry 
with me for telling you z That 
when a mans Eyes.are once dazled, 
nothing is more common than to ſee 
three for two, and two for one 
as you do; but I hope you will 
readily grant that it is incident to 
the wiſeſt man on earth at ſome 
turns to have his Eyes dazled, un- 
to a misjudgment and miſapprehen- 
ſton both of things and perſons. 

.And I hope you do not reckon 
" your ſelf the only infallible man 
in the World, but-that it is poſ- 
ſible even. for you to have your 
Eyes dazled ſometimes as well as 
others. And. therefore unleſs you 
reckon your ſelf above the reach of 

humane imperfections, I ſee no _ 

| reaſon you have to be offendee at 
f ſuch a reflection as that was. J 


— 


( 104 ) 


T have inet @ dhe ade 
Mages of Ly: 


but 1 Wi off 
ſerious, Chriſtian reprehenk 
becauſe it is of a cutting nature , : 
—_ Fas : oO _ PINT 4 
therefore £ you condemn 
it as mg mg, I _—_ more 
wilkngly beat unjuſt imputa- 
tion of ſuch a cenſure , than be 
rally guilty thereof, as you feem 
to be in yours, But You . could 
not give a more convincing evi- 
dence of the vp mays of _ 


are ingaged 1 m, x4xim4 
Fm gee fly wto the en Es 
kind af Weapons for the defence 


chereof'; certainly ſofter Words, 
hp wy on would have 
more praper 

Your Anfwer I pA FIG 
both m the whole, and in its parts. 
In the whole it feems "_ ons 
great inpertimence ; t 
had: been anſwered i = 
ſkding by the mma a —_ 


former and 


= 


SS w' FA. uy . 


| = a. tf 
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o 
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to comempt and thi 

ſtirs no. other paſſion in me bur 

pity ity toward you, that herein at 
eath r ſelf: 


have it feave no _ _—_— or 
mmpreflion. on me , mility 3 
who. am all that you call me, and 
much} more'z' and defwe to be vite 
in.my.own Eyes before the . Lord, 
though 1. have not deferved this n+ 

lage iromyon. 
Sat tothe parts of your an? 
CR 


oe Fenn has 

of my Papers 

jr and uy hop inſt! nd fancy that 
© hiſt wlancs you ' | 

Coradins in them. - which 


ſappofal you. fer -your apon 

me, andrhns infultz who s it now 
that is dazled ? 

. Yourſelf (hl (ay D fory on fan Reply, 
cy to ſte what is not an p+ 


F had fad in che formers 


Thar the Text, Ger. 17. 9. menti- 


Ons no {ign at all, or EI 


oy 


| 106 ) 


kint of any : and fo I ſay o__ 
Y 


there is no ſuch term, or a ſyllable 
of that ſound. in the Text : but 
fay you, in 'mine of the 15. of 


December, 1 acknowledge one fign : 


True, I do fo, as included in the 
ſenſe, though not expreſled' in the 
terms. And fo doth 7uniws in his 
Note upon. that place , Faadus me- 
tonmice pro faderis Symbelo, And if 
in this you find a contradiction , 
your triumph hath ſome footing, 
elſe all the mitth - is m—_— $ 
and my modeſty. falved.. I am 
where I was : no ſign mientioned 
at all: in the 9. Verſe, and but one 
that is or can be allowed in the ſenſe 
of that whole context. 


As for my :\lipperineſs in your 


next. Paragraph ; and a ſoft place 
in my Head; it is well my ſoft 
head can find a fair way for me 
to_{lip from betwixt your fingers, 
when--you thought you had caughr 
me 1n a contradiction, and inſulted 
{o loudly in that conceit. But,, Sir, 
you may ſooner find; two foftpla- 


ces in my Head, than two. ſigns in | 


That context. 


Your 


1 


< 


| 


RN tes odbonin 4 * 
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' Your triumph being ended upon 
that 3 you preſently find another 
as bad as the former, ſetting my 
two papers a ſcuffling again, about 
another contradiction. For,” ſay 
you, -in my former. Paper, Tunder- 
ſtand by the Spiritual Seed, Chriſt 
and the believing Gentiles; but 
1n this, the perſon of 1ſaac. 7 
. Who that ſhall read. my laſt Pa- 
per » would - think: that ever you 
ad read what here you undertake 
to anſwer ? Sir, you abuſe me in 
this, by a miſtreprefentation of my 
plain Words and Senſe : . For I 
tell: you in my laſt, that I acknow- 


Rep. 


ledg Iſaac was. a; Figure of thoſe - 


born after the Spirit 3 and that the 
believing Gentiles as 1aac was, ' are 


the Children of the Promiſe. Had 


this ' been heeded, all. the _ pains 
you take in your- firſt page,” to 
evince 1/aac to be''a figure of the 
Spiritual Seed , might have been 


ſpared 3. for it is what I haveplain- - 


ly. acknowledged 3 . though it be 
nothing to your advantage 'z - ex- 
cept you could. have- proved your 
two ſigns; and- that J/aac in :the 
87:1 {ign, 


Rep. 


' Four trac 
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fin, was 2 repreſentative of the 


Gentile behevers, who therefore 
wath. all theus nmſt be ba bn 
as Iſaac was. All that agferves 
to remarqued further in 


n your 

worthy noce, with ck i won 
cloſe it, 2nd for which Þ chhak 
you. ©'That to: ftart a ſenſe of the 
© Spiritual Seed | which was mot 
* thought of before, is. doubling. 
* And aHareiufed rto:double when 


Hare you hnnt is; not fo near Tun 
down, but that ſhe will double 
once more ; and double your own 
words. upon you too..:: Have not 
you flamed: 3 new fenſe of Gem 
12. which was never thought of by . 
any Father or Commentator be- 
fore 5 'no ever going in 
but purely novel. ? 
And is not this according to your 
TY doubling ? Really 
Sir, you" convigce me, that'harder 
and ſteadzer Heads than mine, may 
now GT _ forget _ 
oves. : T 
ar- 


*ced 1 PUNOTV 
6 ton el mares is obliged) to 
fo 3. with 


« ir of plain 
One that will not ſoe- i 
© one:makes three. Thar is neither 
< conſiſtent wth himſelf, or his 
Korg a ra a —_ | 
pe ul with a Wiſp, 58715 Fg 
which. in effe& 1s no other than a 
| folt-headed Fool. And: albrhieyom: 
Fed our at one guſh, by a man that 
En. the. very nexo wor 0 wipes his 
Mouth, and by dare not 
allow A at. a liberty as I 
do; that holds. it undecent+,-- and 
uachriftian to: ſharpen. his: Pep 3: Ap 
calls him. 2- Butcher -rather chan 
Chirurgeon that delights: in- axttng, 
and tearing; 3 - and. '9 


( 110 ) 


there is no need of it 3 that com 
mends ſoft Words and hard Ar 
ments 3 when mean_ while , -ſoft 
Words are as -great a rarity as hard 
Arguments, in all theſe your Papers, 
excepttheſe be ſuch. 
But what need. you {ſo to be- 
wail your misfortune ? though I 
am, not an Adyerſary conſiderable 
enough for you to raiſe your ho- 
nour upon; yet I am one of your 
own chuſing and provoking ; and 
the ſofter and ſimpler you find me 
the eafjer will your victory and 
triumph over me be 5 only perhaps 
ou reckon it inglorious to enter the 
fs with ſuch a contemptible thing 
as Iam. 


No generous Eagle ftoopeth from! 
on high, | | 
To tru{s a Titmouſe, or 4 But- 
ter-fly. 


Thus Goliah - deſpiſed that poor 
Stripling that came againſt him with 
a ſtaff, and a ſtone. An Elephant} 
{corns to fight a: Mouſe 3 | yet Sa-| 
cred Story tel]s us the event of the 

| one, | 
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other; which T1 ſpeak - not in a 
way of boaſting, but to let you 
know that you do not ell-thus 
to he&or me with ſuch kind of Jan- 
guage as you do. | 

In your next Paragraph you fall 
ſeverely upon me, for noting your 
fault in corrupting the "Text, - by 
changing thy Seed for the Seed : the 
latter being more emphatical , and 
fit for your purpoſe. In your de- 
fence whereof it is very obſerv- 
able how you twiſt, wind, and 
turn ('to apply your own Phraſes ); 
for firſt you charge it as a miſtake 


1n your Scribe; but after it had 


been denyed , then charged as an 


| errour in the Scribe : Leſt you 
| ſhould ſeem to err, you undertake 


the defence of the before acknow- 
ledged miſtake, - with'a Quoi [crip- 


8 ff, /criph., But is this becoming 


the candor and ingenuity - of your 
character > Who is it now Sir, that 
is obliged 'to do all things to de- 
fend his Opinion ? - to ſay and: un- 


"# fay , deny, and-defend the ſame 
8 things? We need not 4rgw's hun-, 


dred 


(vub 
# one, and Prophane Hiſtory of the 


Ej/ Þ, 


dred Eyes; fo dall a fellow as 1 
a, diſcerns this ſhuffling with half 
an Eye. 
And though this courſe be bad 
in you, and the worſe becauſe you 
before condemned it (tliough un- 
juſtly in me ) yet the mediwm you 
ave choſen to defend that altera- 
tion of the Text, is a greater crime 
than to Jet. it paſs as the Scribe's 
ake: for you tell me that Chriſt | 
and his Apoſtles did thus in an 
hundred places. A. forry help ac} 
a dead lift.! How hard is the caſe 
now with you, that you are for-f| 
ced to ſuch a ſhift as this? Chriſt } 
and his Apoſtles were infallible ; 
ae you ſatoga? Every variation 
they made was Authentick, and 
ical Scripture are yours fo | 
too? Dare you compare? If you | 


ave equal authority , we Know | 
where t@ find an infallible Judge | 
of all controverſies on Earth, near- | 
er home than Rene : though I be- | 
lieve fob Dane ( Scoews ) never | 
heud. of an beſides hun that wears : 
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Bat to our buſine(s, fay you- (it 
is time to come to the bulſine(6; 
- ay I, for all this white you have 
been beſide it ) : andthereforenow 
1 expect foft Words and hard Ar- 
guments. I therefore diligently at- 
| rend your next Paragraph-, where- 
in you ſay the main fof the Con- 
troverfie heth. Here yon make uſe 
of my conceſſfion 3 That the Spi- 
| ritual as well as the Carnal Seed, 
TJaac as well as 1mae!, are con- 
| cerned in thoſe Verſes-in Ger. 17. 
V, 9, 10. 


| the one and the other-were to be 
Circumciſed3 but- not quatenzs Spi- 
zitual: but as the Seed, or natu- 
xal deſcendents of A#raham, -Bur 
this ſay you is a Bull: if fo, you 
Fhad need beware , ' for Bulls have 
7 Horns, and will paſhz and fo will 
| If the proper ſabjefts of Cir- 
4cumciſion were the Spiritual Seed, 
oxatens Spiritualz then none bur. 
Frne Spiritual Seed ought to * be 
ircumciſed ; whereas 1#mae! and 
thouſands more that were not the 
:” P 2 Spiritual 


It is true they were fo ; both #- 


( 114 ) x 
Spiritual Seed of Abraham were ; * 
and ought to be Circumciſed, I 
But ſay you, though 7/aac . was 2 
Circumcſed, and 1mael too z yet 7 
there are two ſigns in that Text | 
Circumciſion and Baptiſm. And | 
'therefore though 7/aac in the Let- 3 
' ter was to be Circumciſed, as the # 
Natural off-ſpring of Abraham ; yet © 
Tſaac ( ay 12u) was both in the 
Promiſe and in the Obligation too, |? 
to be conſidered as he repreſents the | 
Believing Gentiles , the true Spiri- * 
tual Seed. And thus. alſo runs? 
your Paraphraſe upon the words, as | Z 
It is exprefled in your former Pa- |] 

Per: ©'This is the ſign of - my Co-# 
*venant, which ye for your part | 
; Jhall keep; as a {ign of the Co- if 
© yenant I .have made between __ 
©and you, and thy Seed 1/zac, the |! 

"Seed of .the Promiſe and not of | 
* the Fleſh; Every Mar child among 
ye, ye the natural Family and * 
"Carnal Seed, ſhall be Circumciſed. | 
© Among Je 3 he doth not ſay a-/; 
" mong the Seed. The Seed is to! 

* keep the Covenant - in 4 fign 


< Verſe 9. But the Nawral Fa| ll 
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*ly only are to keep it in this fi 

F * Circumciſion. I = 
- . What pity is it that no man in 
the World ſhould be able to ſee 
this beſides your- ſelf > I before ac- 
knowledged 1/aac to be a type, or 
figure of the Believing Gentiles 3 
bur not in Baptiſm, but in the 
way and manner of his ſupernatu- 
ral birth , to which our regeneration 
in ſome ſort correſponds ; as you 
well expound to this purpoſe, Ram; 
4- 13, 16, 17. but that there is a- 
ny ſuch fign as Baptiſm in Ges. 17; 


Rep.. 


And that Iſaac was ſigned by it as 


a Type or Figure of the Gennle Be- 
hevers ( as you now ſeem to at 
firm, and your Paraphraſe _—_— 
I deny, and never expect with all 
your Art and Sophiltry to ſee 
evinced. And indeed you make 
him a ſtrange Type of the Gentile 
Believers in point of Baptiſm, if 
he himſelf were-not Baptized, nor 
ſuch an Ordnance as Baptiſm, at 


that time inſtituted; he.-was a type 


of that which -neither was, in it 
ſelf, nor paſſed upon him. As to 
any ccnceſſions of mine, you have 

| F 3 Your 


your liberty to make what uſe 
you Pleaſe of them. If I have by 
inadvertency _ any : word re- 
pugnant to this ſenſe ( as I knoiy 
not that I have ) evince it, and 
my recantation ſhall be your fatis- 
faction. In ſumm; I own 7faac to 
be a type of the Believing Gentiles 
in the point of the ſupernatural 
birth. T deny him to be {© in the 
point of Baptiſm z and deſire you 
among all the types in Scripture to 
thew one like this you plead for , 
chat he ſhould repreſent us in the 
Ordnance of Baptiſm , when he 
himſelf was never Baptized , nor 
ſuch an Ordnance in being for 
_ hundred” years after his 
death. 

But whereas you tell me, © That 
*you have mentioned a conceſſion 
<of mine in a former Letter, and: 
© leſt I ſhould either forger it, or 
< ſhould by ſome evafien which you 
*cannot think of, elevate the force 
fof it, and ſo create you new 
«trouble hereafter 3 you will cite 


the paſſage now, &. 
To 
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To this I reply, That the paf- 
fage you now cite, being as little 
to your purpoſe as the former; F 
ſhall only therefore tell you z3 Thar 
I ſtudy no evaſions to elevate the 
force of what I have ſaid 3 I ſup- 
poſe that word was the fault of 
your Scribe too: But for all that 
"= may juſtifie it for ought TI 

now 3 but if you mean elude, I 
muſt ſay, I need no evaſtjons ei- 
ther to elude the force of my own 
conceſſions, Or to elevate the force 
of yours. | 

d now, - ſay you; it is time 
to tell you. what Authors I fol- 
low, they are Scriptural cones, ſuch 
as Panl, ec. 


There are few errors in Theo- Rep. 


logie, but pretend to Scripture 
Authoriry. Sir, our buſineſs now 
is the Expoſition-of a Text. And 
Paul never told you of two ſigns 
and three parties in that Covenant. 
If he doth , I delite you to pro- 
duce him for it , and he ſhall be 
more tro me than a thouſand Au- 
thorities: I fay, (hevw me chat Text 
where Paz! tells you of two figns 

F. 4. un. 
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in that Covenant ; the one Bap- 
tiſm, the other Circumciſion 3 or 
that. Jbraham was to repreſent the 
Carnal Seed, and J/aac the Spiritual, 
Paul | have read, and Peter too 
but whence your notion 15, 1. can- 
not tell. I think he was as much 
2 ſtranger to it as I and all others, 
both Antient and Moderns, were , 
before you were pleaſed to grati- 
he the world with this new light. 

. You come again, Þ. F. with 
your pinching and amazing diſtin- 
tion, ay you call it, of ye and 
the Seed, to make the Covenant 
tripartite. | —- 

I thought I had ſaid enough to 
that before ; that thoſe terms do 
diſtinguiſh the preſent and future 
Seed of Abraham; but not as two 
diſtin& parties' in the Covenant, 
but as different perſons 5 both be- 
ing but one party , though ſome 
.were preſent , others future. For 
this you upbraid me, and fay this 
is to affirm and deny the ſame 
thing. But how can you fay or 
think ſo? And why do you abuſe 
your {elf as well as me in fo af 

| firming ? 
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firming > Good Sir, uſe your rea-' 
{on and ingenuity to better purpoſe: : 
May not many perſons, though . 
ſome be preſent, - athers abſent, 
be all one party in Covenant , - 
without a contradiction? Let Dent. . 
29, from: the 10. to; the . 16. decide-: 
that, . 

But:for. this- and no other rea- 
ſan, you 7 ob head to be- 
unſecled. If fo, ic-is well for me,: 
Iam .in an able Dodtors hand, 
ya have. skill,. and I have Helle-: 

re; . but blefled be God. there. is. 
na need for- either yet... 

From one abſurdity you ftrive to. 
run me. into another , deriding, 
me for afhrming that the - mem- 
bers. of- a, diſtin:tion ought to be 
oppolite. . 0 * -: 

What; ſhall I now do? : I am no Reps 
Academick , but- a your an 
Countrey fellow, and in. the hands 
of a learned Doctor, at whoſe Feet 
I.ſhould rather. fit , . than: dare to. 
diſpute a Point of Logick.-. This . 
you ſay 15 ew 5-4 new: light - but : 
that I hope will not. offend you - 
your whole notion being ſo, 2 new . 

F.$, light 
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>. altogether , your Expoſition 
of 'Genefis 17. being ſuch as no man 
before you, ever made on that Text. 
But though that . were anſwer e- 
nough 4d hominem 5 it will not ju- 
ſtifle me who cenfure- you. for #- 
zelty) This put me ro my fhifts:,. 
and made me inquiſitive after ſome 
Syſtems. of: Logick 5 and- I have 
found two, . if * they be of any cre- 
dit with you, wis.- Stierize, Cap. 6. 
Reg. 3. who faith, Omnia membra 
dividentia. debent: inter feſe pugnare,. 
Are fighters oppoſites > And Door 
Sanderſon, who: ſaith, Compend. Log, 
fp. 68, Membra condividentia fint con- 
tradiftinta, & oppeſita, But you 
tell me, My Head, Tongue, and: 
Hand., are- diſtin but not . oppo- 
{ite. True, in themſelves they are 
not 5 but if once brought into a-di- 
fin ion , F think they would. 
Should I ask you-,. did you write. 
your Letter to me with your Fongue 
or Hand? And you. Anſwer not 
with my. Tongue but with my. 
. Hand; I think they. would be pur 

m oppoſition. But away with this 
prattle 3. I am out of my —_— 


(-227'} 
and will not in. this conteſt with 
you. Wharis a Dunce to a Do- 
Ctor ? 
Your next Diſconrſe is to lit- 
tle purpoſe ; : fain would you eſta- 
Miſh your tripattite Covenant 3 and 
therefore  ſhew- me firſt a Cove- 
nant - betwixt.: God and Abrahars, 
which was. bipartite z then coines 
in- his Seed with him; and this muſt 
needs make it. tripartite: 

There was. 4 .Covenant betwixt Fep. 
God the Farher- and Chriſt z and 
after-that a Covenant taking in all 
his Seed, called the. Covenant of 
Grace 3 - doth that make it tripar- 
tite? Are not Chriſt and Believers 
confidered but as. one Party ? Tlus 
notton vatnſhing, . all your over 
fubtle diſtintions of thox , and. gr, 
and ou, and fo Seed, vaniſh- with 
it. I-muſt Rill fay .you are ſ{megu-: 
lar, and I hope. too modeft to-- 
think that Wiſdom was born with 
you. I have told yow-in what ſenſe. 
I allow a diſtinition berwizt Atra- 
ham-, and 1hmaet, Taac, and all 
chat were ' to "G0fne- 3 they: were. 
diftindt. perfans-, but” ane (parry 

| Ik: 
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in Covenant, and all to be {1gned 
with Circumciſion. And you ad- 
venture far without guide or -war- 
rant, - in affirming Abraham to re- 
preſent only the Carnal Seed: for 


Believers are as often called Abra- 


ham's Children, as 1aac's. I fay, 
all theſe forementioned terms f1gni- 
fie no more but. Abrabaw and all 
his, whether prefent or future, as 
one party with him and it is not 
my notion but yours that makes 
the Scripture unintelligible : For 
both 1&mael and Iſaac were Abra- 
haw's Seed, and both obliged to be 
Circumciſed. And though 1aac in 
the manner of his bitth was the 
tigure or repreſentative of the Spi- 
ritual Seed ; yet this makes not 
him a third. party no more: than it. 
did Abraham whoſe Children the Spi- 
ritual Seed are as often called as they 
are Iſaac's. 

Your next Paragraph is. remark- 
a>le, and ſeems to me the giving 
up of your. cauſe for loſt. You 


there tax me for a bold abuſe, in 


ſaying, *That you intimate that Bap- 


*tilm is immediately inrended in the. 
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©g. Verſe of Ger. 17. Mark your 
own word ; not i»ſiruted but = 
rended. Whence I argue 3 It Baptiſm 
be neither there inſtituted, nor-intend- 


-edz if it be neither in the Letter, nor. 


zntention of that Textz it is _not. 
there -at all, And all the noiſe you 
have made about it, is but a beat. 
ing of the Air. And whereas you, 
do alfo tell me, the ſenſe is inde- 
terminate and general. Here you. 
leave me a fair Field: for whe- 
ther the ſenſe be determinate or nog 
I appeal to all the rational - World 
to determine: except you will dare 
to. interrupt the Spirit of God ina 
continued Speech, break the ſeries. 
of his Diſcourſe, put a-ſtop where. 

ou pleaſe., before he. hath ſpo-- 

en out ;3- and catch one part be-.. 
fore the other which determines the 
ſenſe beuttered;- (as 1. told you in, 
my laſt ) and then call it indetermi- 
nate and genera]. But this is not. 
to be endured among_- men. you 
your ſelf would not ſuffer it tobe. 
thus handled.. Much leſs will God. 
ſuffer it. Doth not. God in, the 
ſame breath, (as I may fay) de- 

| termine 
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termine the ſenſe; and . tell you 
wherein. the Covenant 15 to be 


kept; namely in Circumciſion ?. 


Do not theſe Words immediately 
follow the former, This is my Co- 


venant which ye ſhall keep, &Cc. Every - 


AMan-child amone ye ſhall ' be Circam- 
&ſed? And do: they not determine 


the ſenſe > What a liberty do you 


take not only to interpret this Text, 


but rend one- part from another , . 
and put periods where you. pleaſe? - 
Burt why do I beat the buſh, when - 
the Bird is fled? Baptiſm it- ſeems, - 


is neither in the Letter, nor in- 
tention of Ger, 17. 9. And if ſo, 


the Diſpute is. ended; and. we are - 


where we were before. Had there 


been a fign, or the ſign. in the -* 
9. Verſe, diſtin& from that in the. 


10, the - one Baptiſin , - the other 


Circumciſion 3 J/hmacl the ſubject-. 


of the latter, as a - repreſentative 


of the Carnal Seed:3 and: T1Aaac of . 


the former, as. a figure of the Spi- 
ritual : ( as your fortner Diſcourſes 
ran.) then 1fzc muſt: have been 
Baptized ; or etfe you make him 


2. ſtrange Figure.. But. .now you 


( r24 ) 
yield , he was neither Baptized -in- 
his own perſon, nor. Baptiſm fo - 
much as intended in the 9. Verſe. 
And what more fatisfaction can F. 


expect from you.? you. may diſtin- 


guiſh the ru, and' ze, and you, and. 
thy Seed after thee, as 1ſubtilly as. 
you Can. | 

But: though you acknowledge - 


| Baptiſm iS not the immediate ſenſe 


of. Verſe 9. Yet it may be you- 
will tell me, it- is the. remote ſenſe. 
Yes ſure, remote enough, andout- 
of the ken of all men beſides your 
elf. But 1 pray yous Where. do-- 


you find” this remote ſenſe ; and. 


what is the immediate ſenſe, if nej- 
ther Circumcilion nor Baptiſm- be-- 
there? The Covenant it ſeems ac- - 
cording to. this reckoning, may be -- 
kept without- any ſignz- which yet: - 
you would not allow in your for- 
mer Papers. But pray tell me,. 
How was Abraham and his to keep - 
it in the general indeterminate ſenſe , 
which is neither in the. one or the-- 
other fign ? I am afraid this will - 
puzle you, if not you, it doth-fuch.. 
a ſoft Head as mine, Did not or 
cell. 


( £26 ) 


tell me in your laſt ; The: Cove-- 
nant muſt be kept in ſome fign 5. 
and yet here it may be kept with- 
out any? Thin ſhalt keep my.. Cove- 
nant therefore., thou and thy Seed af- 


rr thee, that is in the ſign of it But 
that inuſt not be underſtood , ſay 


you, in any particalar Or determinate: 


ſenſe, but i general. only : for 
though Baptiſm 1s inrendeds yet iti 
is not. immediately:intended, but re- 
motely only... But you may diſtin- 
guiſh as you pleaſe; Baptiſm ,.. I 
am ſure, is not-to- be found in the 
expreſs Words. of the Text., and 
you your ſelf do now acknowledg 
' it 15 not in the immediate ſenſe; an 

L have proved that the ſenſe cannot 
be general, ang indeterminate : What 


need any. more ado then to 


darken Counſel thus, by Words 
without knowledge? there ſeemed 
once a {ign, or the.{lign , in the 9, 
Verſe, diſtin&t from that in the 10. 
but now it is vaniſht, and there is 


no ſign there at all,. only in a ge- 


neral, indeterminate, and, rewote ſen[e, 
that is in »o ſenſe. So that Abrar 
ham and his, according to your in 


texpretation, | 
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terpretation, were obliged to keep 
the Covenant in a nonſenſe way. 
Your next nn runs you 
into as bad a flough as the former. 
You ſay you thought to have diſ- 
miſt the point; bur tliat ſomething 
came into your mind. It had been 
well you had kept to your firſt 
intention, and have let that ob- 
jection of mine that came to your 
mind, alone, as you have done ma- 
ny others. You had aſſerted that 
Abraham ſtood for the Carnal Seed: + 
It ſeems I had objeted, Rom. 4. 
That he received Circumciſion 4s a 
ſeal of the righteouſneſs of Faiths, and 
therefore ſtood for the Spiritual - 
Seed as well as 1faac. - This pinches, 
and to clear your ſelf of this trou- 
bleſome objection, you return two 
things : Firſt, That the reward 
was perſonal, and earthly: for {ſo 
is the ſenſe of what you ſay. Se- . 
condly, That it was given him fer 


S | his believing of the Promile to him 


ws. | 


i ava 2. 


(fo improbable, fo unlikely , and in 
natureſo impoſhble) viz. That he 
ſhould have Seed as the Stars, 


vt 
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Sir, I am almoſt as much amaz- 
ed at your Expoſition of Row. 4. 
25 at that of Ger, 17. Did Abraham 
repreſent none in this, or only 
che Carnal Seed. And was the rc- 
ward only the Land of Canaan , 
and that reward too for his beliey- 
ing a thing ſo improbable > Whi- 
ther will not men run when left 
to the guidance of their own Rea- 
ſon and Fancy? Look again T be- 


ſeech you on the Text, Rom. 4-11, | 
Was it not that he might be the 


Bather of- all them that _ beheve 2 


And are all them that believe, the | 


Carnal Seed, for whom he ſtood ? 
And is it not added, Verſe 23. 


That it was not written for his ſabe a- || 


tone ( as you interpret, and cando 
no other, if you make him ſtand 
only for the Carnal Seed ) bat for 
zu alſo? And was the Land of Ca- 
n4aan the only reward of his Faith > 
or cid he not look for another re- 
ward in Heaven, Heb. 11. 10. 
And was this reward given him 


for his believing a thing fo impre-F 


bable, and in nature ſo impoſſible? 
your_meaning may be good, but 
your. 
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' as you have repreſentec 
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your expreſſions ſound harſh, and 
diſlonant to Fom. 4. 4. the reward 
not being of Debt but of Grace z 
not for the' dignity, or the A# of 
his Faith, but from Grace. 

All that follows to the cloſe, is a 
meer ſtrife aboue Words formerly 
cenſured by me, and induſtriou(- 
ly vindicated by you, with ſome 
new marks of Reproach with which 
you brand me : And finding no- 


{ thing in it but that which you nau- 


ſeate , and call a brabling by- 
fines, I paſs it over, being loth to- 


| give you more Teygre than needs 
mult, | 


You ſhut up with a challenge 


| of a Perſonal Difpute at Tires 5; 
and a Menace of printing your 


partz leaving me to do with mine 
as I pleaſe. | 
As to your Challenge, I dare 


not anſwer itz not only becauſe 


I acknowledg. you much my ſupe- 
rior, and to wear a long Sword , 
compared with my Dagger I am 

me., and 
much more; you a man of renown. 


And therefore if you offer my.re- 


PUTation, 
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utation as a Victim to your glory, 
it will not be thereby much illuſtra- 
ted : but beſides, the Law allows no 
ſuch Meetings; and I and my Friends 
ae ſecluſe, and incapable of ap- 
pearing on fuch a ſcore. I perceive 
you are well acquainted with e£/op's 
Fables ; I therefore recommend to 
you, that of the Rat and the Frog ar- 
tempting to go over the Water in 
conjunction. As it fared with 
them, ſo it may with us in {uch a 
congreſs. | 
for publiſhing your Arguments 
I cannot oppoſe you ; but in Ju- 
ſtice I think you are bound to. pub- 
 Iiſhall mine with them; elſe you 
will be 


In vacuo ſolus Seſſor Planſorqs Theatro, 


Trmmphinz and applauding all 
alone, no Adverfary being with you 
on the Stage, which is an eaſfie trr 
umph. | | 

To conclude, I think the World 
will be but little enlightned by 
ſuch a Diſcourſe of yours, publiſhed 
1 your own vindication. Sure I. am, 
neither 
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neither the Argument you mannage, 
or the Adverſary you have choſen, 
, | canadd oneGrain to your Reputati- 
On. But do as you pleaſe, and I 
will do whatI ought, and as far as I 
can, to vindicate Truth 3 retaining 


z of 


- | ſtill that Honour which is due toyour 

» | Perſon and Parts from, 

x SIR, 

_ Dartm. Tour Aﬀettionate 

| 7an.lg. _ 

, $682, Friend and 

: Servant 
Philip Cary. 
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